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I recently read a Christian author who asked the question, “What are your life goals?”  This question really made me evaluate what it is that I am “doing” here on earth, and, more importantly, why I am chosing to do these things.  In this age of relative truth, where everything is permissible as long as one is “sincere”, it is important as a Christian to remember the basis on which I should be making my decisions every day.  If I don’t remind myself of the reasons for Christ-centered goals, then I become aimless in my day to day plans, or worse, I move closer to what the world promotes: SELF-centered goals.  When I take my eyes off of Jesus, I look down and inside myself as the reason for making choices.  I begin to “obey” myself and put myself in the place where Jesus should be.  

Instead of living only for self, I want to live for Jesus, but how can I know what that means?  First I look to God’s Word to see what it says about the reason I have trusted Christ, and what that looks like on a practical level.  I Peter 1:2a (NASB) says that I was saved “according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.”  So what does it mean, “to obey Jesus Christ” ?  What better source than to hear from Jesus himself who in these verses says if I love Him that I will keep His commandments: John 14:15, 21, 23, and John 15:10,12. 

So, if I love Jesus, my Savior, in whom I have believed for salvation, then I am to show my love by obeying His commandments.  But what are His commandments?  In three of the Gospels, Jesus sums up what He means for me to obey:

1.  I am to love the Lord my God with all of my heart, soul, and mind.

2.  I am to love my neighbor as myself.

(Matthew 22:35-39, Mark 12:38-31, Luke 10:25-27)

Looking back at the question of what are my life goals, then the only way to answer is to line up “my” goals with “His” goals which are to obey Jesus’ commands of loving God and my neighbor.  I’d like to now share with you what my “short list” looks like when I create my life goals according to Jesus’ plan.  

Goals To Help Me Love God:

1) Praise and Worship “Let everything that has breath praise the LORD” Psalm 150:6a NASB
2) Pray  “But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret.”  Matthew 6:6 NASB
3) Study and Memorize God’s Word  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.”  II Timothy 3:16 NASB

4) Believe God’s Word “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”  Hebrews 11:6 NASB
5) Obey God’s Word  “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”  James 1:22 KJV
Goals to Help me Love My Neighbors As Myself:

1) Pray for others  “For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”  Colossians 1:9 NASB
2) Evangelize       “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  Matthew 28:18-20
3) Encourage fellow Christians    “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.”  Ephesians 4:32 NASB
4) Give to Others    “He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.”  Proverbs 28:27 KJV
5) Use My Spiritual Gifts    “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  I Corinthians 12:7 NASB
6) Love Others   “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”  I Corinthians 13:1 NASB
Do you get the picture?  When I view my life and my plans according to God’s commands, then I don’t have to spend a lot of wasted energy feeling aimless or clueless as to what my day to day plans should look like.  When I get up in the morning, I already know that I am to spend time praying and praising and worshipping God, whether in a private quiet time, or in a public worship service.  I already know to have His Word beside me to read and study and meditate upon, so that believing and obeying His Word becomes second nature to me.  And after I have spent my time with the Lord, it is easier to leave my private world and enter the public world to do those things that Christ has given us to do: evangelize, encourage, give, and love others.  

When I have this outline of God’s plans for my life in place, then all the details fall more easily into place.  I pray that you would spend some time in your own life, evaluating why you are doing what you do every day, and considering whether your plans are lining up with God’s plans.  And lest you think that I think that I have it all figured out and perfectly together……….let me assure you that this is all part of a process that God has ordained as written in His Word:

Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:12-14 (NASB)

Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people  Galatians 6:9-10 (NASB)
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