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Gateway’s Women Believing God’s Word

Weekly Devotions For April 17th through April 14th, 2006

Upcoming Women’s Events!

Mother’s Day Lunch, May 6th, 11-1pm

Special Guest Speaker: Tex Tippit!!!!

$6.00 adults/$4.00 Children; Free Nursery

LaMadeleine Restaurant on Broadway

When Is Easter (Resurrection Sunday)?
The yearly celebration of Jesus' resurrection is the oldest feast of the Christian Church, and the resurrection has been the central belief of the Christian faith from the beginning. As Paul said, if Christ is not risen, our preaching is in vain and we are a people most miserable (I Corinthians 15:12-14). Of course, every Sunday's worship is a celebration of the risen Lord, but a special day for the resurrection has been part of the life of the church from its early days.

The earliest Christians celebrated the resurrection on the fourteenth of Nisan (our March-April), the date of the Jewish Passover. Jewish days were reckoned from evening to evening, so Jesus had celebrated His Last Supper the evening of the Passover and was crucified the day of the Passover. Early Christians celebrating the Passover worshiped Jesus as the Paschal Lamb and Redeemer.

No Quickie Christians
As more and more people were added to the early church, the church began to organize training sessions for the new converts or catechumens before they were baptized. Sometimes the period of instruction would last two or three years. The baptism of these catechumens was often scheduled for Easter Sunday, with the baptismal candidates often fasting two or three days before. They held a vigil Saturday night and at the sun's first rays on Sunday eagerly proclaimed, "Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!" After baptism the Christians were given white robes to wear the following week to symbolize their new life in Christ. The practices of the Lenten fast before Easter and wearing new clothes on Easter Sunday had their beginnings in these catechumen customs.

Some of the Gentile Christians began celebrating Easter in the nearest Sunday to the Passover, since Jesus actually arose on a Sunday. This especially became the case in the western part of the Roman Empire. In Rome itself, different congregations celebrated Easter on different days!

Setting the Date
During the first three centuries of the Church, when believers were frequently under persecution, there was little effort to establish uniform observances of the Christian festivals. However, when Constantine became emperor and Christianity was no longer illegal, it was possible to consider more carefully the date of Easter. One of the purposes of the Council of Nicea in 325 was to settle that date. Constantine wanted Christianity to be totally separated from Judaism and did not want Easter to be celebrated on the Jewish Passover. The Council of Nicea accordingly required the feast of the resurrection to be celebrated on a Sunday and never on the Jewish Passover. Easter was to be the Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox.

But Which Calendar?
The ruling of the Council was not immediately accepted everywhere. It did not sit well for those who had been celebrating the resurrection on the Passover to suddenly be declared heretics. Confusion was also caused by Rome and Alexandria having different dates for fixing the spring equinox, sometimes resulting in different Easter dates. Eventually, however, the ruling of the Council of Nicea was accepted by all the church, and the date of Easter was between March 22 and April 25. In the sixteenth century the West accepted the new Gregorian calendar while the Eastern and Russian churches kept the Julian calendar. Because of this, Easter is again celebrated on different dates.

It's the Meaning that Matters
In spite of the differences among the churches surrounding the celebration of Jesus' resurrection, there has been through the ages an unanimous agreement that the Resurrection is a most joyous event and the basis of all Christian hope. As Francis Weiser beautifully wrote, Easter Sunday is a dazzling diamond that radiates the splendor of Redemption and Resurrection into the hearts of the faithful everywhere. Its various facets cast the brilliance of eternity over the twilight of time, and enrapture the soul with the deathless pledge of a Second Spring. The keener are the eyes of faith, the more penetrating is the vision of personal immortality behind the veil of death: When Christ rose, Death itself died.

The Sunrise Service
In Luke 24:1 the women went at early dawn to the tomb. In 1732 some young men of the Moravian community at Herrnhut, Germany went to the cemetery at dawn to meditate on Christ's resurrection. This became the first known Easter sunrise service. In 1741 the Moravians in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania celebrated the first Easter sunrise service in America.

What about Holy Week?
The observation of the week before Easter as Holy Week probably began in the fourth century when pilgrimages to Jerusalem began. When Egeria traveled to Jerusalem at the end of the fourth century, she gave a detailed account of the contemporary observance of Holy Week. Christians used liturgical drama to reenact the last scenes of Christ on earth. On Palm Sunday they reenacted Christ's joyous entry into Jerusalem. Maundy Thursday's love feast and foot washing recalled the institution of the Lord's Supper. The Good Friday of the crucifixion became a day of deepest penance and fasting. On the evening of the Great Sabbath, during that time when Christ lay in the grave, the Easter vigils began with Scripture reading, singing and prayer. Everyone poured into the church with light to await the glorious resurrection morning.

EASTER JOY ROOTED in the WORD 

One of the most beloved of all Easter hymns is Charles Wesley's "Christ the Lord is Risen Today." Charles wrote this in 1739, a year after his conversion, for the first service in the Foundry Meeting House in London. The Foundry was the first Wesleyan Chapel in London and was actually built in a deserted foundry. As with many of the Wesley hymns, the words are rich with Scriptural references and allusions. Note the following (taken from John Lawson's Wesley Hymns Francis Asbury Press, 1987):

Christ the Lord is risen today,' (Mark 16:6, Luke 24:6)
Sons of men and angels say! (Matthew 28:6, Luke 24:34, John 20:18)
Raise your joys and triumphs high, (Colossians 2:15)
Sing ye heavens, and earth reply. (Isaiah 49:13) 

Love's redeeming work is done, (Romans 6:9-10)
Fought the fight, the battle won: (Luke 11:22, Colossians 2:15)
Lo! our sun's eclipse is o'er, (Malachi 4:2, Luke 23:45)
Lo! He sets in blood no more. (Isaiah 60:20) 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; (Matthew 27:65-66)
Christ has burst the gates of hell! (I Peter 3:18-20, Revelation 1:18)
Death in vain forbids his rise: (Acts 2:24)
Christ has opened paradise! (Luke 23:43) 

Lives again our glorious King, (Psalms 24:7-10, Revelation 1:18)
Where, O death, is now thy sting? (I Corinthians 15:55)
Dying once, he all doth save, (Romans 6:10, I Corinthians 15:22)
Where thy victory, O grave? (I Corinthians 15:55) 

Soar we now where Christ has led, (Colossians 3:1)
Following our exalted Head, (Acts 2:33, Ephesians 1:22, Colossians 1:18)
Made like him, like him we rise; (Romans 6:5)
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies! (Romans 6:4, 6) 

King of glory, soul of bliss, (Psalms 27:4, I Peter 1:3, 8)
Everlasting life is this; (John 3:16)
Thee to know, thy power to prove, (Philippians 3:10)
Thus to sing, and thus to love! (Isaiah 26:19) 

What's in a Name?
The Latin word paschal for the Hebrew for Passover (pesah) became the Latin word for the Resurrection day in the Romance languages, such as Spanish and French. The eighth century historian Bede wrote that Easter, the English word for the holiday, came from the Anglo-Saxon goddess Eoster, the goddess of spring and fertility. 

Resource from:  http://chi.gospelcom.net/GLIMPSEF/Glimpses/glmps100.shtml

(Note: Perhaps this is a reason to change from “Easter” to “Resurrection Sunday”!)

The Service Response
By Charles Stanley
Philippians 1:21-26 
Read the book of Acts, and you will see that Paul was constantly in danger. All through his epistles, he testified to persecution, threats, and hardship. In 1 Corinthians 15:30, he asks, “Why are we also in danger every hour?” His answer is that being a servant of the risen Savior is worth any trial. 

The promise of eternal life and resurrection gave Paul boldness. His body could be stoned or crucified, but his soul was safe and would go to the Lord at the moment of death. If believers truly understood the great gift Christ gave through resurrection, they would serve Him without restraint. Far too often in our present world, believers who understand Paul’s commitment and desire are facing grueling persecution. Those of us living in comfortable situations are frequently more concerned with avoiding friction than being dedicated to God. The disapproval of peers and the busyness of daily life keep us from serving. 

Our eternal life, which began the day we were saved, is not our own. Therefore, we must forfeit any claim to self. The Lord has a great message He wants shared. If we will release our stranglehold on our destiny, He will use us to reach people and perform acts of service we never expected. 

For love of mankind, Jesus put on the mantle of humanity, suffered, and died so that we could be free from sin. He even conquered sin’s death penalty and rose again in order to guarantee that every believer would have eternal life. Our wholehearted service is the least we can offer for so great a sacrifice. 

The Resurrection Body

1 Corinthians 15:35-42a 
Believers throughout history have raised many questions about the Resurrection. In today’s passage, Paul answers queries about how the dead are raised and what kind of body they will have. (v. 35) 

Paul begins with an agricultural analogy. If a farmer places a corn seed in the ground, it dies and sends up a green stalk rather than a giant seed. In the same way, the resurrection body is an outgrowth of a dead earthly body. The two are linked: the child of God doesn’t become an entirely new being after death, but is renewed with a perfected eternal body. 

Old friends and loved ones will recognize one another because each Christian retains his or her individuality, just as one star is different from another. But the personality and likeness that distinguishes a person will be perfected in heaven. The bodily resurrection is not a makeover to correct “faults” we might find bothersome—like an image in a mirror, our visible looks will have little importance. The renewed self is meant to uniquely reflect God’s glory and His perfection. 

Our rejuvenated body will be adapted to the task of glorification. On earth we see that living creatures are designed for their environment. Human flesh cannot withstand cold like animal hide, and small lungs are ineffective underwater where gills function well. Likewise, our heavenly body will be transformed to be perfectly suited for an eternal home. 

God lovingly created us as unique and beautiful individuals. Paul says that originality will remain intact, even as God renews us to be perfect reflections of Him. 
Raised in Glory

1 Corinthians 15:42b-49 
Our earthly bodies resemble Adam’s, in that they harbor corrupt minds and stained souls. Even the redeemed struggle with malfunctioning physiology and the temptation of old habits. But for those belonging to Christ, resurrection will change everything. Our body will be changed to be like His—one that is raised imperishable, in glory and power. 

Raised Imperishable. Our earthly body is attacked by many natural predators, like pain and age. The pessimistic adage that we are dying every minute bears some truth. The good news is that, though our resurrected body will spring from this weak one, our new form will be indestructible—disease cannot rack organs, disability cannot incapacitate limbs, and death cannot touch us. Believers will be like Jesus, who was the first to return to life, never to die again. 

Raised in Glory. In our current state, we must battle the flesh’s natural inclination away from God. Though we are created in His image, even faithful men and women are an imperfect likeness. But our new bodies, which will be without blemish, will reflect His glory. 

Raised in Power. Man is far too frail to conquer the grave, a fact that leaves many people frightened of an unknown end. However, the believer’s eternal existence and resurrected body are built not on human weakness, but on God’s supernatural power. The same authority that raised Jesus from death will draw our body from its resting place to live forever. 

When we are raised, we’ll bear the image of our Savior. Rejoice that the believer’s physical struggles are temporary. 

God’s Plan For The Resurrection

1 Corinthians 15:12-28 
The foundation of Christianity is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul tells the Corinthian church that without belief in this primary tenet of our faith, then our faith is in vain. 

Since we believe in Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the grave after His crucifixion, then we also believe in the promise of our bodily resurrection into eternity. The alternative is to believe in nothing that is real, nothing that is hopeful or redeeming. 

We cannot separate these truths. Jesus is the first fruits of those raised from the dead. When Paul says this in verse 20, he uses a verb tense in the Greek that means Jesus not only was raised but is still alive. He lives forevermore. 

George Sweeting writes: "In Glendale, California, at Forest Lawn Cemetery, hundreds of people each year stand before two huge paintings. One pictures the crucifixion of Christ. The other depicts His resurrection. In the second painting the artist has pictured an empty tomb with an angel near the entrance. In the foreground stands the figure for the risen Christ. But the striking feature of that huge canvas is a vast throng of people, back in the misty background, stretching into the distance and out of sight, suggesting the multitude who will be raised from the dead because Jesus first died and rose for them." 

The Victory of the Resurrection

2 Corinthians 4:14-18 
The resurrection of believers is going to be a transforming experience for our bodies and a triumphant moment in history. The dead in Christ shall rise from their graves just as the Lord promised. (1 Thessalonians 4:16) 

Right now we all face the mortality of our bodies. Although we may try to ignore it, our earthly frames are deteriorating and will eventually cease to function here on earth. Physical death isn’t preventable, but there is good news for everyone who has trusted in Jesus Christ. Death can’t permanently hold us. Its “sting”—which is not just separation from loved ones and cessation of life, but also the bondage of sin (1 Corinthians 15:56)—was transformed for the believer. Now the end of the Christian’s earthly life means entrance into heaven with God and all His saints. 

Having received such amazing news— indestructible bodies, life forever with God, and death permanently destroyed one day— how are we to live on earth? Paul exhorts us, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

Let the knowledge of what Jesus Christ has accomplished for us and what He promises will one day be ours motivate us to wholehearted Christian commitment. Living for the Lord and pleasing Him is to be our aim. 

As believers, we value the triumphant, eternal work of Jesus. Let’s be sure the unbelieving world can see Him reflected in our relationships, work ethic, and everyday activities. 
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The Lord has risen!


He has risen, indeed!
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