Choosing His Will—Wednesday, March 9, 2005
By Deanne Ruedemann

In his recent sermon about Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, Pastor Houston showed the scene from “The Passion” movie about the same subject to illustrate Jesus’ decision to willfully obey and submit to God’s will.  His sermon notes included the following verses that show what Jesus prayed to the Father:

“…yet not as I will, but as You will."    Matthew 26:39b (NASB)

“…yet not what I will, but what You will."    Mark 14:36b (NASB)

"If You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done."  Luke 22:42 (NASB)

The Pastor also pointed out that just as sin had begun in a garden (Eden), the beginning of the redemption of sin through Jesus’ decision to submit to God’s will, also had begun in a garden (Gethsemane).  I had never thought about this point before, and after the service I was also struck by the irony of Jesus saying “not as I will, but as You will,” which in essence was exactly the opposite of what Adam and Eve had done in the Garden of Eden.  Their intent, rather than to submit to God, had been “Father, not Your will, but ours be done.”  They had chosen their will, rather than God’s will, to obey.

"I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, by loving the LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them."   Deuteronomy 30:19-20 (NASB)
In this passage, Moses is challenging the Israelites to commit to God’s ways completely, by choosing life rather than death.  Adam and Eve had chosen the way of death, although they thought they were choosing life, according to what the serpent had told them.  Here Moses doesn’t present this decision as just something “beneficial” or a “good suggestion” to simply enhance the Israelites’ lives.  Instead, he lays out two paths, “life and death, the blessing and the curse.” These two choices are exact opposites, with no middle ground for wishy-washy living.  It’s either God’s ways or death; God’s ways or the curse.  There is no room for God’s ways or another path to happiness, or God’s ways and just a different lifestyle. 

Often we do not want such choices to be so obviously divided into extreme opposites such as death or life, but instead prefer to keep the world’s perspective of relative truth.  Relative truth means that whatever is right for one person may not be right for another person, depending on the circumstances.  The illustration often given to prove this viewpoint as being acceptable is that of a man who is so hungry that he has to steal a loaf of bread. Relative truth says that the stealing of food by a hungry man is not immoral because of the man’s need for the food.  In this view, right and wrong are decided by man’s opinion rather than on God’s Law.  In fact, when Moses gave this ultimatum to the Israelites, he had just finished reading God’s Law to them, so that it was clear what God expected from them if they decided to choose life rather than death.  In other words, to choose life means to choose to obey God’s Law or commandments.  To choose God’s ways means that we love God and are willing to let Him be in control of our lives.

It is easy for me to fool myself into thinking that I have already chosen God’s ways completely, because I chose to accept God’s gift of salvation many years ago. Therefore this sort of “message” does not really apply to my life, I might think.  In other words, I can smugly think that I have already “been there and done that”, and do not need to consider my choices anymore.  In actuality, nothing could be further from the truth.  Yes, I have chosen the way of salvation by trusting in the Lord Jesus for Salvation, but daily I have many choices that affect my Christian walk.  I can choose the path of the abundant life that God intended for me to have in Jesus, but I can also choose a life that is full of curses because I choose to walk in the flesh rather than in the Holy Spirit.  Just as the Israelites needed to chose to follow God’s Law, so I too must choose to obey God’s Law or commandments.  

To obey God is to give Him my will and let my will be His.  Just as Jesus said in the Garden of Gethsemane, “yet not what I will, but what You will," I must do the same.  In her November 11, 1999 radio broadcast, “Gateway to Joy”, Elisabeth Elliott quoted an anonymously written poem that illustrates this need quite vividly:

Here I hold within my trembling hand this will of mine,
A thing which seemeth small.
And only Thou, Oh Christ, canst understand
How when I yield Thee this, I yield mine all.
It hath been wet with tears and stained with sighs,
Clenched in my grasp till beauty it hath none.
Now from Thy footstool, where it prostrate lies,
The prayer ascendeth, 'Let Thy will be done'.
In this poem, the author has something “clenched” in his grip that eventually he gives to Jesus, thus representing his willingness to turn over his deepest desires, or “will”.  He is willing to allow Jesus to control everything in his life, even though this turning over of the power is at first difficult and even painful to do.  The author chooses Jesus’ will over his own, and in so doing, makes Jesus both his LORD and Savior.  

What is it in your own life that you are still holding tightly in your grasp, that you are unwilling to choose to give to Jesus?  What is it that you feel you must still control in your own power, for fear that God will either take it away or change it to something that you no longer desire?  Ultimately this lack of trust in the Lord to take control of our “all” is an act of disobedience and can only lead to a life that is far less than the abundant one that Jesus intends for us to live.  

In John 14:15, Jesus says “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”  What does Jesus command us to do?  In John 15:17, He says: “This I command you, that you love one another.”  And in Luke 10:27, He sums up God’s entire Law with this: “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."

I pray that you will hear these precious words of Jesus, who came that we may have life, and have it abundantly (John 10:10).  But more importantly, I pray that you will obey these words and show your love for Jesus through the choice of obedience to love God enough to allow His will to be your own.  Sometimes I forget that, as a Christian, I do not “own” myself, but I have been “bought” by another, as it states so beautifully in I Corinthians 6:19-20:

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
I Corinthians 6:19-20 (NASB)
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