Effective Prayer Means Effective Evangelism
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This past Sunday, Pastor Houston sent out a plea to our church to reach out and invest and invite others to church and cell groups in obedience to Christ’s Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20).  If we say we have faith, but don’t have works, then our faith is dead (James 2:17). But we can show our faith by our works (James 2:18) and show our love for Jesus by obeying His command to reach out to others for His sake (John 14:20). And we have the promise that if we keep Christ’s commandments, then we will abide in His love and His joy will be in us, and that joy will be made full (John 14:10-11).

So what do we do next? Well, just like I know that my dirty dishes will not get clean by themselves without my actions, so I also know that door hangers and VBS invitations won’t get distributed all by themselves. But I also know that when it comes to the work of the Holy Spirit, that I can ask the Father for anything in Jesus’ name, knowing that He will give it to me (John 16:23). In other words, I can go out and invite people, but I must seek the Lord in prayer to be able to be lead by the Holy Spirit so that my outreach is effective. How can I ask someone to come to church without first asking God to help me do the asking?

R. A. Torrey, an evangelist, teacher and pastor in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, said that “the most important human factor in effective evangelism is PRAYER, and every great awakening in the history of the Church from the time of the Apostles until today has been the result of prayer. There have been great awakenings without much preaching, and there have been great awakenings with absolutely no organization, but there has never been a true awakening without much prayer.”

A great example of prayer being effective in bringing in people to God’s kingdom is shown when the early Church “all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer”(Acts 1:14). As a result, the Holy Spirit came, filling them all (Acts 2:4) and “the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47b).
So we pray and pray and pray, but what do we do when we feel that something is wrong and we aren’t getting any results from our prayers? Sometimes during times of “no results”, God may simply be answering us with a wait or no answer, but often we see no results because of some hindrance that we haven’t identified and eliminated in our spiritual lives. God wants us to have an effective and powerful prayer life, and He gives us His Word that shows us how this is possible.

R.A. Torrey, in his writing, “Hindrances to Prayer”, points out seven different things that the Bible says can prevent us from having an effective prayer life. As you read through this list, search your own heart to see if any apply, and be encouraged, knowing that “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). And then be even more encouraged to pray for our church’s outreach into the community, knowing that “the effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” (James 5:16).
Seven Hindrances to Effective Prayer:

1) Selfish purpose in prayer, or asking with wrong motives. “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.” James 4:3
2) Sin. “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short that it cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.” Isaiah 59:1-2
3) Idolatry in the heart causes God to refuse to listen to our prayers. “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts and have put right before their faces the stumbling block of their iniquity. Should I be consulted by them at all?” Ezekiel 14:3

4) Stinginess. “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be answered.” Proverbs 21:13
5) Unforgiveness. “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.” Mark 11:25

6) Sin against our spouses (although this verse is specific to husbands failing in their duty to their wives, I believe it may also be applied to wives also sinning against their husbands). “You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.” I Peter 3:7

7) Unbelief. “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, James 1:5-7
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