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Eternal Wealth—Wednesday, February 16, 2005
By Deanne Ruedemann
 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
                                                                                           Matthew 6:19-21, 24 (NASB)
My mother fell and broke her hip about one year ago, and shortly thereafter she suffered three strokes that left her debilitated to the point of requiring fulltime nursing care.  Now she lies in a nursing home, paralyzed, and with a mind that is confused and hallucinating.  When she fell, I was living in Romania, but the children and I flew back to help take care of her and “Pa-Pa”.  

As my mother’s physical condition worsened, I began to look around at her “treasures” stored on this earth.  I saw her beautiful quilts she had made, oil paintings inherited from my grandmother, old photographs that went back to great-great-grandparents, a full closet of clothes, unworn jewelry, and enough knick knacks to fill up a small store.  The list goes on and on.
I began to see these things for what they really are, to God: temporary things to eventually be destroyed by moths and rust, or stolen by thieves.  Don’t get me wrong.  Many of these things are lovely and enjoyable, but I have to keep them in perspective with the treasures in heaven that are lasting and incorruptible by moths or rust, and unable to be stolen by thieves.  

I praise the Lord that my mother knew to store up heavenly treasures before she became so sick.  She became a Christian because of a precious woman who took her to Sunday School when my mother was a young child.  My mother never was rich by earthly standards, but she became rich by God’s standards, having accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior, and living by the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Was she perfect in her walk with the Lord?  Of course not.  Nobody is.  But she grew in her faith, and the Lord who began a good work in her, perfected this work throughout her life. (Philippians 1:6)

One of the best examples I have ever seen to demonstrate this principle of stored treasure in heaven came while we were living in Romania.  A woman from one of the village churches had recently been diagnosed with cancer, and she was awaiting an operation in the hospital.  I went with a Romanian sister in Christ to visit her while she was in the hospital.  When we walked into the room, I was immediately struck by how cheerful the woman from the village appeared.  Her face nearly glowed as she talked about her faith in Jesus to carry her through the surgery and cancer treatments.  She also had tried to speak to her roommate (another patient) about Jesus, but was quickly told by the other woman how she wanted to hear nothing about this Jesus.  

While I was there with my Romanian sister, she also tried to talk to the roommate, and tried to encourage the woman to have faith in Jesus.  I looked at this woman’s face, which appeared hardened and bitter, as if frozen in a permanent frown.  She went on to brag about the good job she once had under communism in the past, and how she was rich and needed nothing from God.  She practically hissed at my friend to stop any sort of conversation about Jesus.  And so we eventually left the hospital room, but the experience has never left my mind.  

One woman, poor by the world’s standards, had chosen to store up heavenly treasures through faith in Jesus Christ, and as a result she was peaceful and beaming with joy even in the middle of her struggle with cancer.  The other woman, rich by the world’s standards, had chosen instead to store up earthly treasures and subsequently to reject any faith in Jesus as her Lord and Savior.  With this rejection came an ugly pride and bitterness that showed in her face and in her spoken words.  Yet as she too was sick with some unknown disease, and was helpless to cure herself physically, she still held to her pride and rejected even hearing about Jesus, who could have healed her of all pain and suffering, both physically and spiritually.  

Hebrews 13:5,6 (NASB) tells us, “Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,’ " so that we confidently say, 

"THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. 

WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?"

These comforting words really speak to me because God promises never to desert me or forsake me.  Knowing this frees me from the empty pursuit of earthly treasures and helps me to be content with what I have.  To read these words and still have fears about what “stuff” I do or don’t have simply means that I don’t believe God.  And when I realize that I am calling God a liar by being afraid, I am humbled by how awesome He is, and how weak I am without Him!  To trust in Him for all things ensures me of eternal provisions in heaven with Him.  And nothing can separate me from this wonderful love……

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord  

Romans 8:38,39 (NASB)
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