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Upcoming Women Ministry Events!
Valentine’s Brunch, February 25th, 10-11:30 a.m.

$4.00 Per Person; Free Nursery
Guest Speaker Nancy Schwartz

Desperate For Jesus Seminar, April 7-8,

Parkhills Baptist Church

Friday 5:45 pm, Saturday 8-2:30 p.m.

$20.00 Per Person; Free Nursery and Transportation
Mother’s Day Lunch, May 6th, 11-1pm

$6.00 adults/$4.00 Children; Free Nursery

LaMadeleine Restaurant on Broadway

Walking In His Wake--Monday, February 13,2006
Scripture Reading:  Joshua 1
Today's Treasure: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).
In Joshua 1:9 God warned Joshua not to fall for two of the most effective deterrents to a Promised Land existence.  “Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged.”  Fear.  Discouragement.
Fear is the very factor that keeps many of us from living out the reality that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.  We can do it, but frankly we won’t if we’re too afraid to try.  Satan will do anything he can to scare you away from your God-ordained destiny.  I have wrestled with a stronghold of fear much of my life.  Like you, my life challenges and long list of loved ones provide the enemy no few opportunities to prey on my fears.  I have often heard the statistic that 90 percent of what we fear never comes to pass.  Certainly, those statistics have proved true in my experience, but God has taught me as much from the 10 percent as the 90.  Paradoxically, one of the ways God has cured many of my fears is to allow a few of them to come to fruition.  After the crises came and went, He seemed to say to my heart, 
“Beth, did you live through it?”                                                                                                                                                      “Well, yes, I guess I did.”








        “Was the devil able to use it to destroy you?”




                              “No, Sir.  Apparently he wasn’t.”
“Are you still serving me?”





                                                  “As a matter of fact, I am.”







          “Did you glean anything that might serve the body?”





                 “I believe I did.  Volumes in fact.”







           “Do I still love you?”







                “Undoubtedly, Lord.”
“Do you still love Me?”







                         “More than ever, Lord.”








   “Why?”









                    “Because we made it.  You and me.”
Immediately after God told Joshua not to be terrified or discouraged, He gave him the important reason.  The reason had nothing to do with the absence of terrifying or discouraging circumstances.  On the contrary, Joshua had never faced anything so frightful or potentially disparaging.  What reason did God give Joshua for turning from fear and discouragement in the face of huge opposition?  “The LORD your God will be with you wherever you go” (Josh. 1:9).  When Jesus told His disciples not to be afraid in the storm, the reason wasn’t the removal of their frightful circumstances but the presence of their Savior.  “Take courage!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid” (Matt. 14:27).  
Remember, faith is never the denial of reality.  It is belief in a greater reality.  In other words, the truth may be that you are presently surrounded by terrifying or terribly discouraging circumstances.  The reason you don’t have to buckle to fear and discouragement is the presence of God in the middle of your circumstances.  Call upon Him to step His One and Only shoes onto your territory and take over like the commander of the LORD’s Army (Joshua 5:15.)  Hear Him say to you the words He said to Joshua: “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.”  That place, that circumstance, is holy because God stands on it with you.  You don’t have to fill His shoes, Dear One.  Take off your sandals and walk barefoot in His wake.
Almighty God, thank You that I don’t have to pretend that my frightful and discouraging circumstances aren’t real.  The source of my courage is that You are present in the middle of the battle.  Please help me overcome fear and live out the truth that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  I praise You for the new perspective that these battlefields are holy ground because You are there with me.  Let these trials produce the fruit You desire from my life.  In the strong and mighty name of Jesus, Amen.  
Adapted from Believing God, by Beth Moore, pages 110-114.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2003.  Used by permission.  

Behold, What Manner of Love---Tuesday, February 14, 2006 
Message by Wil Pounds (c) 2003
 Jesus wept at the tomb of His friend Lazarus. The Jewish people who saw Him responded to one another, "Behold, how He loved him" (John 11:35-36). 

C. H. Spurgeon said to his congregation in London, "Most of us here, I trust, are not mere onlookers, but we have a share in the special love of Jesus. We see evidences of that love, not in the tears, but in the precious blood that He so freely shed for us. . . . Behold how He loves us!" 

Have you ever asked yourself where or when He first loved you? With fullness of heart we can say, "See, how He loves me!" Is the beginning of that great love when we first believed? Could it have begun when He died for us? As we reflect back on our lives and His love for us there is no time when He did not love us. 

When we ponder the beginning of His love for us, it takes us beyond our creation into past eternity. In eternity past Jesus so identified Himself with us and covenanted to redeem us. From past eternity Jesus looked down the distant future in His divine perspective and saw the disastrous ruin of sin in our lives and chose to do something about it. In past eternity Jesus Christ took up our cause and pledged to be the guarantee of God's eternal covenant. Jesus knew that sinful man could never fulfill the demands of the covenant with the LORD God. Therefore, Jesus pledged to fulfill man's part of the covenant. He did so on our behalf long before we were able to have any part of it. 

Jesus pledged to die for us by giving His life as a ransom for our sins. It was a unilateral covenant through His own blood for it is sealed "through the blood of the eternal covenant" (Heb. 13:20). It was not bilateral because He did it in past eternity by Himself without our asking. It is eternal, and because it is by His grace it is undeserved. Jesus knew that we could never remedy our sin problem so He stepped in, and out of His love and mercy did it for us. 

In that great act of love He united Himself with us so that His life became our life, His death became our death, His burial became our burial and His resurrection became our resurrection. What love! Where did Jesus do that? When He first loved us. Behold, what manner of love He has for you and me! Even before we were born, even before creation, even before the Fall, even before we sinned, His great love was settled for us. Behold, how He loves us! 

"When the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba, Father'" (Gal. 4:4-6). 

Again, we can only exclaim, "See what manner of love He has for us!" We can never lose that adoption. It is guaranteed in eternity, purchased by the blood of the Son of God at Calvary, and sealed by the Holy Spirit the moment we believed on Christ as our Redeemer. What our Redeemer planned in eternity past before the foundation of the world, He accomplished in time, and it is guaranteed by His resurrection for all eternity. Cf. Romans 8:37-39; John 15:13; 3:16; Galatians 4:4-6.

Although our salvation was planned in eternity, and Christ fulfilled that eternal covenant in His own blood at Calvary, it is not automatic. Jesus calls us personally and persistently until we respond to "the sweet compulsion of His grace." Have you responded in sweet surrender to His abounding love and grace? Do you have eyes only for Jesus? Or is the Holy Spirit still pursuing you and pleading with you to put your faith in Jesus Christ? 

"Behold how He loves us," but as Spurgeon asked, has anyone ever said to you, "Behold how he or she loves Jesus"? Can your friends say of you and me, "See what manner of love he or she has for Jesus"? "Behold how they love Jesus." Has anyone ever said to you, "Why do you love Him so?" Why do you love and serve Jesus Christ? 

And when they do ask you, what will you way to them? 

"Behold, what manner of love . . . ." 

Selah! 
Contending Earnestly For The Faith Part 1 of 3—Wednesday, February 15, 2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*
“Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”  Jude 3,4
We see that Jude’s original desire was to write about “our common salvation”, but he found that he had to change this plan out of necessity. This change in purpose, due to persons who had “crept in unnoticed”, should give us today a reason to pause and consider that this apostasy had occurred despite the many warnings given by Jesus, Paul, and Peter, and how much easier, then, for this to happen today when we live in a time so far removed from those initial warnings. 
We don’t know the specifics of exactly how Jude changed his mind about what topic to write about, but be assurred that the Holy Spirit was the one who impressed this need upon him. And isn’t that just like the Holy Spirit to do this sort of thing? Have you ever started out just to have a nice “how are you doing” conversation with someone, and before you can get out your next word, you are being lead in a completely different direction by the Spirit to give an encouraging word, or as in Jude’s case, more of a word of concern or warning, to help whatever friend you are talking to?  So what would have been a very “nice” letter written by Jude, turned out to be Scripture written by the Holy Spirit!  This isn’t just an historical document; it is the very revelation of God that tells us to “contend earnestly for the faith.”
Let us today look at the “need” to contend for the faith, and later we will look at how to accomplish this feat.  Whether we are talking about the apostasy in Jude’s day, or in ours, or in the future, there are three areas I would like to consider where people stray away from the truth of God’s Word. These areas include:  1) Denying that God’s Word is sufficient, 2)  Perverting the grace of God, and 3)  Denying God’s authority, or lordship over our lives.

Denying That God’s Word Is Sufficient

Jude tells us that our faith “was once for all handed down to the saints”, meaning that “the faith” (that body of doctrine which we are to believe) was delivered to the church “one time for all time”. This Revelation was not to be repeated, nor was there more to be revealed later on!  That God has revealed all that He would have us know is evident from such statements like those of:

a.  Paul, saying that he had not failed to proclaim “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27)
b.  Peter, writing that God has given us “all things that pertain to life and godliness” (II Peter 1:3)

So if we have “all things”, and if we have the “whole counsel of God”, then what else is there to have?  When people suggest that God’s revelation is incomplete, or that it is still in progress, or that God’s revelation needs to be repeated, then our job is to earnestly contend for our faith which“was once for all handed down to the saints”!

John MacArthur says the following about this faith:  “How many times was the faith delivered? Once for all time. When anybody comes along today and says, "I have something new to add to the faith," you can say, "Have you read Jude 3? The faith was once for all delivered to the saints. You don't have anything new." Every cult claims to have new revelation from God. But there isn't any new revelation, because the body of truth was once for all delivered to the saints. The Christian faith is unchangeable. Every new doctrine and every new revelation is false. The faith was once for all delivered to the saints, and that settles it-- the Bible is complete.”

He goes on to further state that:  “Every time somebody comes along and says that they have a new revelation, you can tell them, "It isn't of God because we believe in the once-for-all-delivered-to-the- saints faith.  Divine supernatural revelation was once for all delivered to the saints. That's why we're defending the faith against all the new "truths" that people keep coming up with. There are no new doctrines. There are no new theological trends that God has invented for certain periods of time. Christianity is historical, objective revelation, and it is complete. That rules out everything from Mormonism [which teaches that The Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price have the same authority as the Bible] to people who think they are having individual revelations from God. I thank God that the Bible is all we need. We don't have to check out everybody's vision to see if God has given us something else.”
So, Jude had his plans changed. And what might have been simply a letter from one Christian to others regarding salvation became a letter by the Holy Spirit to all Christians as a part of sacred Scripture.
(CONTINUED TOMORROW. . . . . . )
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
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Contending Earnestly For The Faith Part 2 of 3—Thursday, February 16, 2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*
“Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”  Jude 3,4

In looking at our “need” to contend for the faith, whether we are talking about the apostasy in Jude’s day, or in ours, or in the future, there are three areas I would like to consider where people stray away from the truth of God’s Word. Yesterday we looked at the first area where people stray away from the truth of God’s Word, denying that His Word is sufficient.  Today we will look at the second way, which is the perversion of the grace of God, and finally tomorrow we will look at those who deny God’s authority, or lordship over our lives.

Perverting the Grace of God
There were those in Jude’s day “who turned  the grace of our God into licentiousness”, meaning that their doctrine of grace gave them the excuse to sin. Their sins of “licentiousness” is not just a little sin, but means open, shameful, lewd sin. Before we continue in this verse 4 of Jude, let us back up a few words to see what else Jude says about these people. He says that they: 1) “have crept in unnoticed,” 2) “were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation,” and 3) are “ungodly persons”.
“Have crept in unnoticed”  
John MacAuthor gives an excellent description of these people: “Their plan is to subtly infiltrate the church. The Greek verb that is used here is never used anywhere else in the New Testament. It's a very rare word that has to do with cunning words and clever pleaders. For instance, it's used in a legal sense to speak of somebody who pleads a case very cleverly with guile, or of somebody who allows that kind of thing to seep into the minds of a judge or a jury by his trickery. In other extrabiblical literature, it is used of a criminal who is secretly slipping back into the country from which he had been expelled. It means "to enter in secretly," which is precisely what apostates always do. They don't come in announcing, "Now, I'm an apostate, and I'd like to join your congregation." The word literally means "to go down into and alongside." Apostates go down into the church and get alongside the Christians. They pretend to believe, but they're Satan's counterfeits who desire to destroy the work of God. Such infiltration had already begun in Jude's day under the label of Gnosticism. Apostates had moved into the church and were beginning to sow lies about who Jesus Christ is. That form of attack has gone on through the centuries and is still going on today.”

“Were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation”
These apostates had long ago been predicted to be coming to do these very evil things, and that God would condemn them when they did. Here are some of the passages to show this:

Jesus predicted their arrival in Matthew 7:15: “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”

Paul also predicted their arrival in Acts 20:29-30: "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.” 
Also, Peter predicted the same thing in II Peter 2:1-2: “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned.”
These passages show that God condemned them long ago:

In Jude 14,15: “It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.’”
Also in Hosea 9:7-9: “The days of punishment have come, the days of retribution have come; let Israel know this! the prophet is a fool, the inspired man is demented, because of the grossness of your iniquity, 

And because your hostility is so great. Ephraim was a watchman with my God, a prophet; yet the snare of a bird catcher is in all his ways, and there is only hostility in the house of his God. They have gone deep in depravity as in the days of Gibeah; He will remember their iniquity, He will punish their sins.”
“Ungodly persons”
What does it mean to be “ungodly”? Well, just as the word itself demonstrates, the “un” part means to be opposite of, or “not”….so ungodly is naturally, anyone who is not like God.  Even though these people may speak God’s name, and claim to have great knowledge of Him, they are in reality His very enemy, going against His truth, and attempting to get everyone else to go along with their wicked plans. 
Be careful about what people are saying that God is saying. For someone to try to justify their own sins by saying that God still loves them, and that their sin is “okay”, because they are doing this sin (which of course they don’t call sin, but an alternate life choice), is absolutely ridiculous. To go against any of God’s commands or truths in the Bible is to go against Him, and to be “ungodly”.  Some of these people may even claim to be in the minsitry of Jesus Christ, but they are deceptive if their lives are full of ungodliness.  Remember these verses of Jesus:  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'” 
So let’s get back to our main topic today, about these ungodly people who were turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness (or unrestrained sin). These people take the gracious forgiveness of Christ and pervert it to the point that they see it as a license for all out sin. In fact they quit calling their sin, “sin”, and call it instead an “alternate lifestyle” which deserves not only full license, but should be honored for its very exsistence. Eventually these people don’t just expect not to be condemned for their sin, but they expect to be honored and respected for actually doing it! Does this sound too far fetched for you to believe? If so, then just think of our perfect modern day example of homosexuality. 

There are many clever arguments that come from people who attempt to justify homosexuality.  Some say that the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah were inhospitality not homosexuality. Others teach that I Corinthians 6:9 deals with men having sex with boys rather than forbidding homosexuality.  They also claim that the passages in Leviticus are dealing with the male prostitutes of pagan religious practices instead of homosexuals. They also claim that Romans 1:26-27 does not deal with loving homosexuals in committed relationships, but that they teach that Paul was speaking of the common Roman practice of older males keeping young boys for sexual pleasure. Do you see what has happened here? They have taken the very Word of God, and twisted it to justify their own sin, which sadly they no longer even call sin!
The Greek word that is used here is aselgeias. Commentator William Barclay has an interesting description of its meaning:

“The aselges is the man who is so lost to honour, to decency, and to shame that he does not care who sees his sin and his immorality. It is not that he arrogantly and proudly flaunts it; it is simply that he can publicly do the most shameless things, because he has ceased to care for shame and decency at all. These men were undoubtedly tinged with Gnosticism. Gnosticism was that line of thought which set out with the idea that only spirit is good, and that matter is essentially evil. If that be so, it means that the body is essentially evil. And if that be so, it does not matter what a man does with his body; since it is evil, its lusts and its desires can be sated and glutted, because it is of no importance what is done with the body. Further, these men believed that since the grace of God is wide enough to cover any sin, a man can sin as he likes. He will be forgiven anyhow; the more he sins, the greater the grace; therefore, why worry about sin? Grace will look after that. Grace was being perverted into a justification for sin.” (The Letters of John and Jude [Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1960], pp. 211-212).
GOD FORBID!!!!!!
(CONTINUED TOMORROW. . . . . . )
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
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Contending Earnestly For The Faith Part 3 of 3—Friday, February 17, 2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*

“Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”  Jude 3,4

In looking at our “need” to contend for the faith, whether we are talking about the apostasy in Jude’s day, or in ours, or in the future, there are three areas that we are considering in which people stray away from the truth of God’s Word. We have already looked at the first two areas where people stray away from the truth of God’s Word: denying that His Word is sufficient, and the perversion of the grace of God.  Today we will look at the final way, which is the denial of God’s authority, or lordship over our lives.
Denying God’s authority, or lordship over our lives
Jude had to deal with those people who deny the lordship of God and Jesus, just as we also see in our world today.  The emphasis appears to be on the term “Lord”, used to describe both God and Jesus. This term, “lord” comes from kurios, the Greek word which is related to the word kuros (sepremacy), meaning “supreme in authority”. These people, then were denying the authority that rightly belongs to God and Jesus.
Apostates always deny Christ’s deity, claiming that He was merely a man, or a “good teacher”. This doctrine is really the most despicable of all, as it strikes right at the very essence of Christianity and the character of God. To think of all that Jesus claimed Himself to be (the son of God), and to deny it, means that God, the Bible and Jesus are all worth nothing. This reminds me of that verse in II Timothy 3:5 that describes such men as “holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power.”  Then the verse goes on to say:  “Avoid such men as these.”
These apostates are denying basically four different things about Christ, including 1) denying Christ’s sovereignty, 2) denying Christ’s Lordship, 3) denying Christ as Savior, and 4) denying Christ as the Messiah.  With such blatant denial of all that Christ is and claims to be, it is no wonder that Jude felt compelled by the Holy Spirit to warn his readers about apostasy! Praise the Lord that we have His Word that so clearly describes these warning signs, and what to watch out for, what to avoid, and what to do to “contend earnestly for the faith”. 
What do we do to contend for this faith that so many vehemently deny? Basically, we are to do everything that they are not doing, or to not do what they are doing! That means that we are to recognize the authority which belongs to Christ, as shown in Matthew 28:18: “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth,” and in Ephesians 1:22: “He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church.”  Then we are to honor His authority, as He shows us how to contined for our faith. 
STAY TUNED NEXT WEEK FOR FURTHER INFO ON FIGHTING FOR THIS FAITH!
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
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To receive these newsletters directly by email, send me a line at deanneruedemann@yahoo.com
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