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Gateway’s Women Believing God’s Word

Weekly Devotions For February 20th Through February 21st, 2006
REMINDER: To view Newsletter Online, go to: www.wordwaswithgod.net and follow the hyperlink to Gateway Women Newsletters
Upcoming Women’s Events!

Valentine’s Brunch, February 25th, 10-11:30 a.m.

$4.00 Per Person; Free Nursery
Guest Speaker Nancy Schwartz

Desperate For Jesus Seminar, April 7-8,

Parkhills Baptist Church

Friday 5:45 pm, Saturday 8-2:30 p.m.

$20.00 Per Person; Free Nursery and Transportation
Mother’s Day Lunch, May 6th, 11-1pm

$6.00 adults/$4.00 Children; Free Nursery

LaMadeleine Restaurant on Broadway

A Willing Witness--Monday, February 20,2006
Scripture Reading:  Acts 22:3-22
Today's Treasure: “You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard” (Acts 22:15).
Acts 22:3-22 contains Paul’s account of his Damascus-road conversion.  His approach contains several elements that build a powerful testimony.  We can learn from the following four elements in sharing our own testimonies.
Paul communicated simply and clearly.  Paul spoke in Greek to the commander and in Aramaic to the Jews.  Few of us are fluent in several languages, but we can apply his example by learning to communicate more effectively by speaking the language of our hearers.  We shouldn’t assume every listener knows church lingo. 
Paul honestly described his former conduct.  We lose our listeners the moment they sense an attitude of superiority in us.  Paul spoke with honesty and humility.  As he explained his background and his persecutions of the church, he related with them as one who had been exactly where they were.  Not all of us have a background as dramatically different from our present lifestyles as Paul did, yet we have all been lost.  Lost is lost. 
Remember an important principle in sharing our former conduct.  Generalizations are usually best.  I try to avoid becoming specific about ungodly actions in my past.  I want the listener to focus on my Savior, not my behavior.  Sometimes we glorify ungodly behavior by highlighting how bad we were.  This method can dishonor God, and it can dishonor the listener by stirring unnecessary mental images of sin.  Share past conduct with caution!
Paul related his experience of conversion.  Few of us have experienced the dramatic conversion Paul described in Acts 22:6-16, but we can tell how we accepted Christ.  Don’t think your testimony is meaningless if you didn’t have a dramatic conversion.  Every conversion cost the same amount of Christ’s blood shed on the cross.  Yours is just as meaningful as the most dramatic conversion ever told.  If your conversion was less sensational than others, praise God for less drama!  With it probably came less pain!  You don’t have to see a bright light from heaven to have a story to tell.  The determining factor is not how exciting your conversion was, but how excited you are now about your conversion.
Paul shared how he received his commission.  He was very clear that God had a purpose for his life.  People we talk to need to know there is life after salvation!  Salvation is not only about eternity.  Salvation is also the open door to a rich earthly life in which we enjoy the love and direction of an active God.  Many unbelievers are repelled by Christianity because they are afraid they will have to give up so much.  As we share our testimonies, we can help them see all we’ve gained.  Make your sense of ongoing purpose part of your testimony.  We often have no idea how much people are struggling to find reason to live and persevere through difficulty.
Your personal story about Christ is worth telling.  If you are excited about it, others are likely to find your testimony exciting too.  However, their reactions are not your responsibility.  Sometimes I have to remind myself that I was never called to be the Holy Spirit.  He will convict.  He will remind.  Don’t do His job, but faithfully do yours.  Go tell your story.  No one can tell it like you.  
Lord Jesus, thank You for calling me unto Yourself.  I praise You for the unique story You’ve given me to tell about the salvation of my soul.  Please help me communicate it well.  Open my eyes to the many opportunities I will have to share it this week.  Holy Spirit, I know it’s Your job to convict the listener.  I trust You and ask You to do mighty things with my testimony.  May all this be to the glory of God.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.  
Adapted from To Live is Christ, by Beth Moore, pages 186-189.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2001.  Used by permission.  

A New Standard of Living---Tuesday, February 21, 2006                          By Will Pounds

 The world is not our standard for Christian living. 
The apostle Paul stressed, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be you transformed by the renewing of your mind . . .” (Rom. 12:2). Again he writes, “put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Ephesians 4:24). In the verses that follow he gives five specific examples of the higher standard of Christian conduct. 

We are to put off lying and speak the truth in love (v. 25). It is a habitual action that is to characterize the Christian life. Literally the believer is to put off  “the lie” (v.25), and speak the truth. This is the same word the apostle John uses for the antichrist in 1 John 2:20-23. When a person puts his faith in Jesus Christ he is rejecting the lie, and embracing the Truth (Jn. 14:6). 

What a profound significance this is for the person in Christ. “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another” (v. 25). Let it be a habitual action to tell the truth. Let it characterize your lifestyle. 

Make a commitment to yourself and God to speak the whole truth without mixture of error in your family, business and life relationships. How much easier life is when you live an honest, open, transparent life style. Cultivate truthfulness in your life everyday. Don’t be careless with your words. 

Put off anger (vv. 26-27). One of the best ways to give the devil an opportunity to gain a place in your life is to be an angry person. Paul does not give an opposite behavior in this example. In one aspect anger is not sin. It is an emotion. He stresses, “Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity (literally, ‘a place’).” Paul is emphasizing a controlled or righteous anger as opposed to and uncontrolled, selfish, or sinful anger.

Paul uses two different words for “anger” in v. 26. There are times when we should be angry, and there are times when we sin with our anger. “Be angry and do not sin” is the word for wrath, indignation, suggesting a more settled or abiding condition of mind, frequently with a view of taking revenge. It is an anger that has an abiding and settled habit of mind that is aroused under certain conditions. When this kind of anger is guided by reason, it can be a right emotion as in righteous indignation. When we cherish it, it becomes sin. It must never become just an expression of personal provocation or wounded pride. We must guard against sinful motives (1 Jn. 1:19). 

“Do not let the sun go down on your anger” is an “angry mood, a violent irritation and is expressed by either hiding one’s self from others or by flaming looks, harmful words, inconsiderate actions” (Barth). Paul admonishes us to deal with anger quickly before the day is over. Unresolved anger leads to other sins.  

Put off stealing and have something to share with the needy (v. 28).
The motive for working Paul says is “in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.” That statement alone clarifies a lot of modern values. The winner is not the one who walks away with the most toys in life. 

Have you ever counted the many ways you can steal in life? You do not have to go to prison, and few people do. 

Work hard so you will have something to share with a world with true needs. 

“Put off rotten words and put on speaking with edification that it may give grace to the hearer” (v. 29). 

“Unwholesome” literally means, “corrupt,” or “corrupting.” It is the word for rotting fruit. Some people’s words corrupt themselves and everyone who hears them. It rots them away. It makes you feel corrupted days after you have been around them. On the other hand, the believer should use words that will build up and encourage people (James 3:5-6). 

How do you control your tongue? By allowing the Holy Spirit to control your mind (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:30). 

“Put off bitterness, wrath and anger (indignation), and put on love” (vv. 30-32). 

What is the best way to grieve the Holy Spirit? Bitterness, wrath and a settled indignation toward someone always grieves the Spirit. 

The only way to put on the high standard of Christian conduct Paul is describing here is to walk in the Spirit. 

Selah!                                                                                                                   Message by Wil Pounds (c) 2003 

How To Fight For The Faith (Part 1 of 2)—Wednesday, February 22, 2006

By Deanne Ruedemann *
“Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”.  Jude 3,4
Last week we discussed the need to “contend earnestly for the faith” because of the apostasy in the church, and so today let us look at “how” to do this. We learned that it is a fact that many are not obeying Christ as Lord, but instead are perverting His teaching or setting themselves up as their own authority. All of these things make it necessary that we “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.” 
Of course this call to fight for the faith is not an all out license to engage in “dissensions” and “outbursts of anger”, as Paul shows us in Galatians 5:19-21.  Instead, it is a call to vigorously contend with all the weapons at our disposal: first and foremost, with the Word of God, applied first to ourselves and then to others, and also with the Christ-like qualities that are “God’s mighty weapons” to win people over to obedience to Christ.
Paul defines our weaponry in Ephesians 6:13-18: 
“Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.”
Notice that most of these things are for our own defense, to prevent us from getting lost in the battle.  In other words, they (the elements of truth, righteousness, the gospel, faith, and salvation) are for our own good as much as for those we are seeking to conquer. We must also make sure that we remove the log from our own eye so that we will be able to see clearly the speck that is in our brother’s eye (Matthew 7:3-5). Some of us are so quick to immediately take up the “sword” that we leave the rest of our armor behind!
Paul also has something to say about other weapons that, according to the passage in II Corinthians 10:1-6 (NLT), are “God’s mighty weapons, not mere worldly weapons, to knock down the Devil’s strongholds.”  These qualities include “the gentless and kindness that Christ himself would use”, and “with these weapons we conquer their rebellious ideas, and we teach them to obey Christ” as well as “punishing those who remain disobedient.”  
In a similar passage, in Galatians 6:1, Paul instructs us to be first “spiritual” before we approach anyone caught in sin, and to “restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”  In II Timothy 2:23-26, he also tells us to refrain from quarrels, and to “be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 

and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.”

Tomorrow we will take time to apply these principles to our own lives.

(CONTINUED TOMORROW . . . )
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB

Copyright Deanne Ruedemann 2006

How To Fight For The Faith (Part 2 of 2)——Thursday, February 23, 2006

By Deanne Ruedemann *

(CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY. . . )
THINK, BEFORE YOU FIGHT
Let’s take some time to ponder these principles that we have been shown in Jude, concerning our need to fight for the faith because of the false doctrine and rebellion against God’s Word and authority that is in the church. To do this, here are some questions for you to consider in your own life, to help you contend for the faith in a more meaningful and effective manner. 
1.  Does false doctrine upset you as much as it did when David wrote the Psalms? Read his words in Psalm 119:101-104, 113, 127-128, 162-165:
I have restrained my feet from every evil way,

That I may keep Your word. 

I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, 

For You Yourself have taught me. 

How sweet are Your words to my taste! 

Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

From Your precepts I get understanding; 

Therefore I hate every false way.

I hate those who are double-minded,

But I love Your law.

Therefore I love Your commandments

Above gold, yes, above fine gold. 

Therefore I esteem right all Your precepts concerning everything, 

I hate every false way.

I rejoice at Your word,

As one who finds great spoil. 

I hate and despise falsehood, 

But I love Your law. 

Seven times a day I praise You, 

Because of Your righteous ordinances. 

Those who love Your law have great peace, 

And nothing causes them to stumble.

2.  Do you reflect such a love for God’s Word as David does?

3.  Why should we “hate every false way”?
4.  How can we express our hatred for a false way without hating the people going the false way? (Or put another way, how do we hate the sin, but love the sinner?

5.  Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26 and consider how we should speak to others:
The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.
6.  In verse 25 above, who is ultimately responsible for giving them repentance from sin, thus leading them to the knowledge of the truth? (see underlined verse in the above passage)  Remember, if you are speaking to someone in a false religion or belief, that you see them not as an enemy, but as one who is in Satan’s prison, with the need to be released.

7.  Are you fighting for the faith by supporting preachers and teachers who uphold God’s truth without shame or compromise? (Praise the Lord that this is happening at Gateway!)
8.  Do you show the world God’s truth by obeying Him in such a way that others notice?

9.  Are you leading people to Christ and discipling them to mature spiritually?

10.  Are you discerning about what you and your family watch on T.V., at the movies, or through the internet and video games?
11. Christianity is NOT a spectator sport! This is well-illustrated in 2 Timothy 2:1-10:

“You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 

No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. Also if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules. The hard-working farmer ought to be the first to receive his share of the crops. Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to my gospel, for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.”
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
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“Put On Christ”—Friday, February 24, 2006                                             By Will Pounds
Every Christian is in an all out war with Satan. God has equipped us with unsurpassed and incomparable spiritual armor for this battle. It is our responsibility to resist the devil. When you reject him with the power of the indwelling Christ, “he will flee from you.” 
Christ gives us His mighty strength (kratei) to resist Satan’s strategies (Phil. 4:13). It is not I, but Christ in me that I have this overwhelming conquering power. 

Our responsibility in this spiritual warfare is to “put on the full armor of God” (Eph. 6:11). You will never win in the spiritual war without it. By using the armor God has provided we “stand firm against the schemes of the devil” (v. 11). In this spiritual war (v. 12) we must “take up the full armor of God” so we can “resist” Satan and “stand firm” (v. 13). The apostle Paul makes an urgent appeal for the believer to take his “stand.” 

Christ is our truth. 

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (Jn. 14:6).   In His high priestly prayer Jesus asked the Father, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth” (17:17). Satan is a lair and all ways will be one (Jn. 8:44). The truth in Christ is the strong integrating force in our lives. You cannot defeat a man of integrity because he has a clear conscience before God and a watching world. 

Christ is our righteousness. 
“But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).  Our righteousness is “that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith” (Phil. 3:9). The “sanctifying righteousness of Christ” guards the believer’s heart in our daily battles with Satan (Rom. 6:13; 14:17). Only as we guard our hearts can we be stable soldiers (2 Cor. 5:21; Eph. 4:24).  The righteousness of Christ gives us assurance during Satan’s attacks. We have a positional righteousness in Christ that produces a practical righteousness in our daily life. 

Christ is our peace.

In a hostile, bitter world, the Christian has “peace” (Jn. 16:33; Phil. 4:7; Rom. 5:1). We have His peace which is just the opposite from what the world offers. Our peace with God comes from a right relationship with Christ. With the peace with God we have a gospel to share with the world (Rom. 10:15; Isa. 21:7; Eph. 2:14). Our “peace with God” provides us the “peace of God” to sustain and strengthen us when the circumstances go against us. 

Christ is our faith.

Our responsibility is “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2; cf. Lk. 22:31-32' 2 Cor. 4:8-9, 16-18). Our responses to everyday circumstances are dramatically different when we trust Christ. Are you appropriating by faith the power of God in Christ? “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

Christ is our salvation. 

Simeon in the Temple blessed the infant Jesus saying, “For my eyes have seen Your salvation” (Lk. 2:30; cf. 1 Thess. 5:8; Rom. 8:24; Acts 4:12). There is nothing insecure about this helmet of salvation. It is firm and solid in Christ. Satan attacks the mind of the believer as he did Eve. If he can get a hold on your imagination, he has his bloody hold on you (2 Cor. 11:3; 10:3-7; Eph. 4:20-21). 

Christ is the Word of God. 

Jesus is God’s final word to man (John 1:1, 14; Heb. 1:1-3). The sword given by the Spirit is the Word of God (Matt. 4:3-11; Heb. 4:12; Acts 2:37; 5:33). He is “living and powerful.” The Spirit wrote the Word, wields the Word and always points to the Living Word. We overcome Satan by the particular   words (rhema) or portions of Scripture we apply to our lives (Ps. 119:11).

Christ is appropriated to us by faith (Eph. 6:18; Prov. 23:7; 2 Cor. 3:18). We are to pray continually “in the power and sphere of the Spirit” with all kinds of prayer and requests (Eph. 6:18; Heb. 10:19-20). Only then can our voice be heard above the crowd and the rabble of the world philosophers, new age movements and cults with their new “revelations” from God (vv. 19-20). 

When we trust in Jesus Christ we receive the armor of God. He is the “whole armor of God.” We are to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:14) by faith and trust Him for the victory. In deed, we put on the armor the moment we trusted in Christ for salvation, and we must appropriate Him by faith each day. That is the only way to live in victory. 

Never, never, never take off your armor for one moment! “Put on Christ!”

Selah! 
Message by Wil Pounds (c) 2003
To receive these newsletters directly by email, send me a line at deanneruedemann@yahoo.com
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