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Desperate For Jesus Seminar, April 7-8,
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$20.00 Per Person; Transportation Provided
Mother’s Day Lunch, May 6th, 11-1pm

Special Guest Speaker: Tex Tippit!!!!
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LaMadeleine Restaurant on Broadway

A Formula For Blessing--Monday, February 27,2006
Scripture Reading:  Genesis 30:25-43
Today's Treasure: “It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy” (Romans 9:16).
Have you ever experienced an undeniable act of God then tried to figure out your part in it so you could repeat the formula?  Have you ever tried to set God up for success?  The plan sounds ridiculous when we put it in these terms, but most of us have tried it nonetheless.  Only on rare occasions have I attended a conference I was fairly certain God didn’t attend.  Memories from those occasions still make me shiver.  My worst nightmare is that I’ll go somewhere God doesn’t.  
As often as I’ve experienced God in corporate settings, nothing compares to times His presence seems to fall with holy fire.  When His presence seems palpable.  When we can practically feel Him on our skin.  Times when the Word flows powerfully, effortlessly, and people are so anxious to receive it they nearly jump out of their chairs.  Those are the times I return to my hotel room and fall on my face speechless.  Times when I know I just happened to be somewhere God visited and no one could have stopped Him.  Even now, I shake my head at the wonder of it.  Those are moments when all doubts of God as man’s greatest present reality evaporate, and all who will are exquisitely scarred for life by holy fire.  
Each time it happens—or should I say He happens—I wish He’d do it every time.  “Lord, that’s what I love to see happen!  They knew You were there, Lord!  That’s what I love to experience most!  The Word fell from heaven, Lord!  Did You feel it, too?  Don’t You love it, too?”  On and on I boast in Him as if I could talk Him into dropping His presence like that in every gathering.  
I’ve tried my hardest to figure it out.  Is the steadfast prayer of the intercessory team the difference?  Is fasting the difference?  Is the specific city the difference?  Did we pray a certain thing?  Or were we purer of heart than usual?  Did we have more humility?  Did God bless the willingness to serve during personal crisis?  Did we have more faith?  
I could come up with a hundred different scenarios, and the only common denominator would be God.  The difference is the sovereign, selective will of God.  We don’t set Him up for success.  He sets us up.  We’re not worthy enough for Him to bless.  He’s worthy and has the grace to bless.
God is not about to let us come up with a formula for blessing.  If He did, we’d stick to our formula rather than sticking to our God.  Yes, God blesses obedience…and prayer…and fasting…and faith…and certainly a pure heart, but the way He manifests His blessing can differ dramatically from one time to the next.  
God blessed the flocks of Jacob more than Laban because He was faithful to His promises.  At Bethel He told Jacob that He’d spread out his descendants “to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south,” and that He’d bless him and be with him wherever he went.  God also emphatically promised to bring Jacob back to the land (Gen. 28:14-15).  The method God chose and revealed ingeniously to Jacob meant the bleating of spotted, speckled sheep and goats would follow Jacob and his family all the way home.  As for the branches?  Mere accessories.  
Save your trees and bow down to a sovereign God.  
Lord, I want so much to be someone You can bless.  Please help me stick to You more than to a formula I think I may have come up with for blessing.  I praise You for being such a merciful and generous God.  I don’t deserve to enjoy Your presence or Your good and perfect gifts.  Thank You for being so gracious to me and for loving me so lavishly.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.   
Adapted from The Patriarchs, by Beth Moore, pages 143-144.  Nashville: LifeWay Press, 2005.  Used by permission.  

 
A Christian Witness to the Whole World---Tuesday, February 28, 2006                                                 By Will Pounds
 I am involved in something that will still be worthwhile a million years from now because God has not revoked the great commission. Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come” (Matthew 24:14). Today the kingdom of God is realized as we proclaim the crucified, risen, and returning Lord Jesus Christ. 

The gospel is the good news of the kingdom of God that has come in the person and work of Jesus Christ. How do we enter into the kingdom of God? There is only one way. “Repent of your sins and believe on Jesus Christ.” That is the message we preach. Our message is the gospel of free grace. It is what God has accomplished for us in the sacrificial substitutionary atoning death of Jesus Christ for our sins. We offer the gospel freely “without money and without cost” (Isa. 55:1). 

John Ryle once said, “Men are apt to forget that it does not require great open sins to be sinned in order to ruin a soul forever. They have only to give hearing without believing, listening without repenting, going to church without going to Christ, and by and by they will find themselves in hell.” 

It is imperative that we make the message of salvation crystal clear in our presentations. Salvation is the gift of God and it is “by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves.” God has provided everything we need in order to be saved. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved” (Acts 16:31). But also be assured, “Reject Jesus Christ, and you will perish forever.” Every time we share that message we are personally involved in what God is doing in building His eternal kingdom. 

What can we expect as we take the gospel out of self-edification and share it with others? We can prepare for and accept hostility from some listeners (Matthew 10:16-18, 21-25). There will be men who “will deliver you up to the courts, and scourge you in their synagogues, and you shall even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles (v. 17). The history of Christianity is the history of persecution and martyrdom for the cause of Christ. More people have been persecuted and died for Christ during the last hundred years than in the previous two thousand years. 

We can expect God’s power and sustaining grace to meet all of our necessities as we take the good news to a lost world. Jesus said, “When they deliver you up, do not become anxious about how or what you will speak; for it shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak” (v. 19). Those are instructions for martyrs and Christians under persecution, not preachers getting ready for Sunday morning without doing their homework.  The Holy Spirit gives boldness to testify under all circumstances for Christ. “For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you” (v. 20). Success in personal witnessing is simply sharing Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and then leaving the results up to God. 

Our job is to be faithful to Christ under all circumstances (vv. 26-27). The only person we are to fear is the LORD God “who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (v. 28). The worst thing a man can do to us is to kill the body. But “for me to live is Christ and to die is better yet” (Phil. 1:21). The Lord is sovereign in His kingdom (vv. 30-33). There is nothing that can happen to His faithful servant who is not fully known to Him. Whatever we experience as His servants is fully known to Him and happens ultimately for our good and His eternal glory. The responsibilities are great for all believers (vv. 34-39). 

However, the rewards of being faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ are eternal (vv. 40-42). “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. . . . And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you he shall not lose his reward” (vv. 40, 42). 

Selah!                                                   
Example of Israel—Wednesday, March 1, 2006

By Deanne Ruedemann *
Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. Jude 5-7
We have been studying how Jude urges his readers to “contend earnestly for the faith”, due to the apostasy (false teaching) that was happening in the church during their day. To reinforce his point, in verses 5 through 7, Jude reminds us of three examples in which the ungodly did not escape God’s righteous condemnation, including 1) Israel in the wilderness, 2) the angels who sinned, and 3) Sodom and Gomorrah. Before we review these three examples, let us also read the passage in 2 Peter 2:4-6 that shares a similar message:  
“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter.”
One of the best known events in Israel’s history was when God “saved” that nation by bringing them out of the land of Egypt, but Jude also wants to remind us that even though the Lord miraculously delivered the Israelites out of Egypt, He also destroyed those who did not believe. The account of this terrible destruction comes from Numbers, chapters 13 and 14. The Israelites were near to the promised land in Canaan, and twelve spies were sent out to spy the land before the final invasion was to take place. Ten came back and gave “a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, ‘The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size.’” (Numbers 13:32)  But two of them, Joshua and Caleb, came back and said, "They will be no problem; God's on our side. Let's go."  
Unfortunately, the people believed the negative reports, so God declared that every single person over the age of twenty, except for Joshua and Caleb, would die in the wilderness without entering the Promised Land, due to their unbelief.  Why does Jude use this example? It is because he wants to show how serious it can be to turn away from the truth of God’s Word. The Israelites had seen God’s miracles up close and personal, and rather than to believe God “all the way” to the Promised Land, they stopped short in unbelief, for no good reason, and as a result, they lost their reward and died in the wilderness.  How sad!
Paul also made this point in writing to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 10:1-12:
“For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY." Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.”
We also see this same point made in Hebrews 3:12-4:2,11:
“Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end, while it is said, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME." For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.  Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it. For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.  Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.”

The bottom line to these warnings is not that we don’t have security as believers, BUT that we have NO security as Unbelievers! Tomorrow we will take a look at the example of fallen angels and cities.
(CONTINUED TOMORROW. . . . )
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
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Example of Angels and Cities——Thursday, March 2, 2006

By Deanne Ruedemann *
Yesterday we looked at the example of the Israelites’ unbelief bringing about God’s judgement, and today we will learn about apostate, or “fallen” angels, as well as the fallen cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. One difference, however, between the Israelities and the angels, is that unlike the Israelites who were wanderers in the wilderness and died there due to their unbelief, the angels had their own “domain,” or place to live. In fact, these angels had lived in heaven with God, but rebelled and were banished.

So who were these angels, and what was their sin? Very little is actually known from the Bible about these angels, but many think that Jude is referring to the same angels mentioned in Genesis 6:1-4:

Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.
This account tells of “the sons of God”, or fallen angels who produced a race of mighty creatures who were later destroyed by God in the flood, along with others as well, while He spared Noah and His family. This account is also mentioned, as we saw yesterday, in 2 Peter 2:4-6.  I have heard various preachers and teachers give different accounts of exactly who “the sons of God” were, meaning, were they angels, or demons, or just human men, but John MacArthur has this to say in favor of them being another name for “angels”:


What is more clear even than their actual identity, is the fact that these angels were condemned by God for their sins. In fact, God has them “in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6), or as Peter writes in 2 Peter 2:4, “God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment.”  
What did these angels actually do? First of all they didn’t “keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode”, meaning that they somehow left the normal place that their nature and design by God required of them. Then they gave themselves over to some sort of sexual perversion in the same way in which the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah did. Do you remember what the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was? These cities had men who lusted after the angels who were staying with Lot, similar to what the fallen angels in Jude 6 had done except the opposite, since those angels had lusted after humans. In both cases, as we read in Jude 7, the behavior was condemned and punished by God:

“Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.” (Jude 7)
So what can we learn from this extremely unpleasant subject of God punishing angels, who once worshipped Him and lived with Him in glory, as well as the destruction of entire cities for sexual perversion?  I believe that we are to keep in mind that God is prepared to render everlasting punishment to the wicked. Later in Jude, in verse 13, he shows that just as God has a place prepared for the angels who sinned, He also has a “black darkness” reserved forever for wicked men, not just for the men from Sodom and Gomorrah, but also for the wicked on earth today.
(CONTINUED TOMORROW. . . . )
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
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Bad For Them/Worse For Us—Friday, March 3, 2006                                                       
By Deanne Ruedemann *
For the past two days we have reviewed the three examples of how God has dealt with apostasy and unbelief in the past. Sometimes we want to believe that God’s “judgement” side only came out in the Old Testament, and now that we are living in New Testament days, that all is calm, and all is about love and acceptance and forgiveness, and all is well. Nothing in fact, could be further from the truth for those who reject the only way to God’s love and peace and eternal happiness. I am of course referring to the rejection of Jesus Christ as the only way to salvation, and the only Son of God who died for our sins. The key word is “only”. Apostasy today occurs when people try to add to the “only” and say “well, there are many ways to God, and Jesus might be one way, but certainly isn’t the only way”. 
Let us go directly to the Word of God to see what God has to say about apostasy in our day. There is a serious warning about apostasy in Hebrews 10:29-31:

“How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Hebrews 10:29-31)
I believe that this passage shows that indeed God was severe in what He did to Israel, to the angels, and to Sodom and Gomorrah, but that the person who “trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified and has insulted the Spirit of grace” is worthy of much worse punishment. In other words, I believe it was bad for “them” (the Israelites, the angels, and the perverse men of the ancient cities), but will be much worse for “us” (anyone in our day who rejects Jesus’ atoning blood). 
God dealt seriously with Israel, with the angels that fell, and with Sodom and Gomorrah, but since He sent Jesus as His only Son, as a way to offer the gift of salvation to us all, He is dealing more seriously than ever with false teaching, or rejection of Jesus as the only way to God. John MacArthur says that “there is nothing that ever happened in the Old Testament to compare with the severity of judgment for rejecting the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

God is no respecter of persons. He didn’t respect the Israelites who were unbelieving, but instead He destroyed them. God didn’t respect the very angels in heaven who fell, but He sent them to an eternal prison. He didn’t respect the perverts of Sodom and Gomorrah who knew they were in sin, but He destroyed them all. And He will certainly not respect anyone who refuses Jesus Christ. 
As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 16:22, “If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed.”
I want to plead with you this very day, this very moment as you read this, to be aware that you are reading information that you must respond to. If in fact, you choose “not” to respond, this will mean that you are rejecting these facts.  What do I mean? I mean that you have two choices in this life: to either believe in Jesus and accept Him as your Lord and Savior, or to reject Him and “be accursed” along with others who have rejected Him. Does it sound too harsh to be true? If you think that it isn’t possible, then you are believing the very lies from the devil that got the Israelites, the angels, and the perverts to fall to the very depths of condemnation.

The good news in these past three days of devotionals, heavy with gloom and despair, and harsh realities, is that there is absolutely no need for any of us to suffer the very condemnation that has been described. If you have never made the decision to fully believe in Jesus, let me tell you how you can.
First, let me tell you that God loves you and created you to know Him personally. (John 3:16, John 10:10). What prevents us form knowing God personally? It is the fact that we are sinful and separated from God so we cannot know Him personally or experience His love. (Romans 3:23)  People were created to have fellowship with God; but, because of our own stubborn self-wills, we chose to go our own independent way, and fellowship with God was broken. This self-will, characterized by an attitude of active rebellion or passive indifference, is an evidence of what the Bible calls sin. Romans 6:23 says that “the wages of sin is death” (spiritual separation from God). God is holy and people are sinful. A great gulf separates the two. As a result, people are continually trying to reach God and establish a personal relationship with Him through their own efforts, such as a good life, philosophy, or religion, but sadly these efforts fail. 
There is a way to explain the only way to bridge this gulf between ourselves and God. That explanation is Jesus Christ as God’s only provision for our sin. Through Him alone we can know God personally and experience God’s love. Jesus died in our place (Romans 5:8) Then He rose from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:3-6). And in John 14:6, Jesus Himself said “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
Please keep in mind that it is not enough to simply have a head knowledge of these truths, but we must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord so that then we can know God personally and experience His love. (John 1:12)  We receive Christ through faith (Eph 2:8,9), and when we receive Christ, we experience a new birth (John 3:1-8).  We receive Christ by personal invitation (Rev 3:20).  
Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting Christ to come into our lives to forgive our sins and to make us what He wants us to be. Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for our sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience. We receive Jesus Christ by faith, as an act of the will.  

So from this information, you can see that there are basically two types of lives.  One is the “self-directed life” in which one’s self  is on the throne, where interests are directed by self , resulting in discord and frustration. In the “self-directed life”, Christ is outside of the life, and the person is headed for an eternity separated from God.  The second type of life is the “Christ-directed life”in which Christ is on the throne, self is yielding to Christ, and interests are directed by Christ, resulting in harmony with God’s plan of eternal life.  
Which life are you living?  Which life would you like to be living?  The following explains how you can receive Christ:

You can receive Christ right now by faith through prayer.  God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your words as He is with the attitude of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer:  

"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."
Does this prayer express the desire of your heart? If it does, I invite you to pray this prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He promised. **

Now that you have received Christ...
Whether you’ve just asked Jesus Christ into your life or still have some questions, please tell me about it. You can contact me at my email address: deanneruedemann@yahoo.com. I would love to hear from you and help you to grow in your faith!  If you don’t contact me, please talk to someone you know who can help you in your new life with God……forever!
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
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**From The Four Spiritual Laws by Campus Crusade for Christ International
To receive these newsletters directly by email, send me a line at deanneruedemann@yahoo.com
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