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Who’s The Boss? —Monday, February 6,2006
Scripture Reading:  Job 38:1-41; 40:1-5
Today's Treasure: “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?” (Job 38:2). By any chance have you recently forgotten that God is God?  Like Job and his counselors, have you ever received a fresh reality check from God?  I have!  When God sees me becoming a little too presumptuous, He carefully reestablishes our roles.  
My children would probably be glad to know I’ve had a taste of my own medicine.  You see, on a far smaller scale, I’ve been on the other side of this conflict for control.  I have a very strong-willed child who, in her mother’s biased opinion, is one of the most wonderful creatures God ever placed upon this earth.  As dearly as I love her, every couple of months, almost like clockwork, we go around the bend.  She was born a leader and began practicing her skills on our family immediately.  We frequently have to establish who is boss.
Usually my precious daughter remains within acceptable boundaries.  Her slightly presumptuous personality is rather endearing and often hilarious—but gradually she begins the next coup attempt.  It starts with a little attitude.  Left alone, the attitude morphs into full-blown audacity that leads to the inevitable blow-up—usually mine. The explosion always comes with the same words: “Now hear this: I am your mother.  I AM YOUR BOSS.  GOT THAT?”  She bursts into tears, probably writes me a mean letter I’ll never see, tells her Daddy on me (who later laughs at us), sleeps on it, and awakens the next morning as gentle as a lamb.  Okay, maybe a goat, but the cutest goat you’ve ever seen.  And we start all over. 
I believe God sometimes experiences a similar tug-of-war with us.  He loves us with all His heart and finds us extremely endearing.  Yes, even hilarious at times.  Then we begin our attempted coups—we want to take over.  How does it start?  Like it starts with my daughter.  We start with a little attitude.  Then the attitude finds its way out of our mouths.  That’s when God says something like, “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?”  I would say: “You don’t know what you’re talking about.”  If unchecked, the attitude turns into full-blown audacity, at which point we can be pretty certain God will deal with us—not like a wicked judge but like a loving parent, intent on raising a respectful child.
Look back over the questions God asked His temporarily presumptuous son, Job, in chapter 38.  Which was your personal favorite?  Memorize it as I memorize mine—and every time the Spirit of God convicts us of audacity, let’s imagine hearing the same question straight from His lips.  Sometimes when God asserts His “God-ness” to pull us back into proper bounds, we get our feelings hurt and throw a fit.  Then, if He really owns our hearts, we return to Him with a fresh meekness, as gentle as a lamb—or maybe a goat—but a cute goat.    
Father, thank You for Your faithfulness as my Parent to mold me into a respectful child.  I revere You all the more because You don’t let me get away with challenging Your authority.  Please help me be more consistent in remembering that You are God and I am not.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.  
Adapted from Whispers of Hope, by Beth Moore, page 118.  Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998.  Used by permission.  
What Would Bring You Peace?—Tuesday, February 7, 2006 
Scripture Reading:  Luke 19:28-44
Today's Treasure: “As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace’” (Luke 19:41-42). 

We often make the mistake of imagining Christ as virtually emotionless—not really happy, not really sad. Just steady. In stark contrast, the Word of God describes a refreshingly emotional man—yet uniquely perfect. 

English Scripture translations are often less descriptive than the Hebrew and Greek texts. As we dig into the original descriptions of Christ’s emotions, we discover that He sometimes danced and leaped with great joy. We also learn that He grieved—and not simply with tears streaming down his cheeks. He expressed real-live, fit-throwing grief. In fact, the original word for Jesus’ weeping in verse 41 is klaio, “implying not only the shedding of tears, but also every external expression of grief.”* 

Keep in mind the Hebrew people were quite demonstrative. No one had to teach them to express their feelings! You may be wondering what would upset Christ enough to make him act out “every external expression of grief.” Was it Lazarus’ death? No. Was it His agony in the garden of Gethsemane? No. Was it the abandonment by His disciples? Not that either. You’ve just read the account in Luke 19:41-42. Let’s insert the definition: “As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he [expressed every external expression of grief] over it.” Why? Because Jerusalem had refused the Prince of Peace. The city of Zion is still in turmoil for the same reason. Sadly, so are many Christians. Christ cannot bear to see us in constant turbulence. 

If you knew you were going to die tonight, what treasure would you leave your loved ones? Something valuable to you, I’m sure. Just before His crucifixion, Christ said: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27). In this verse Jesus left something immensely valuable—peace. 

Can you think of a time when Christ’s peace empowered you to deal with a situation that in normal circumstances would have left you out of control? If so, praise Him for it. Can you think of a time when you needed Christ’s peace but you felt isolated? If so, what could you learn from the experience? 

For reasons pertaining to eternal glory, Christ may not instantly remove your pain, your thorn, or your sickness. But, Beloved, regardless of the trial, you can receive His peace. It is your legacy. Your inheritance. Your right. You need not remain in turmoil. Nothing breaks His heart more than our refusal to be at peace in Him. 

Christ offers you peace. Today and everyday. Claim it now. 

Lord Jesus, let my thoughts of You be more true to who You are. Thank You for showing me that You aren’t emotionless and unmovable. Your Word says you acted out every expression of grief because Jerusalem had rejected her Peace. I praise You for Your passion. How can I thank You for the divine, eternal gift of peace? Peace—with You and in You—is the most expensive gift I’ve ever been given. Help me grab hold of it and treasure it. Please use me to proclaim Your peace to others. I pray these things in Your name, Amen. 
*Spiros Zodhiates et al., eds., The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 1992), 864. 
Adapted from Whispers of Hope, by Beth Moore, page 110. (Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998.) Used by permission. 
Benediction—Wednesday, February 8, 2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*
“May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.” Jude 2
Every week I attend a women’s Bible study and prayer group. Before each meeting, one of the ladies comes in, loudly greeting us with an edifying Bible verse that more often than not comes from a greeting, or benediction, from the New Testament. In fact, just this week, she used this very verse from Jude as her greeting.  Although I always laugh a little at my sister’s exuberance and grand entrance, deep down I always appreciate her for setting a tone that brings about God’s peace and love and blessing to us all. 

These blessings, or “benedictions”, are throughout the New Testament. Here are just a few of them:

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 1:3

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  II Corinthians 1:2

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Galatians 1:3

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 1:2

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:2

 “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” II Thessalonians 1:2

Are you starting to notice a trend?.....Grace, Grace, Grace! Yet in Jude’s letter, he chooses not to use grace, but “mercy”.  Perhaps “grace” had been deliberately left out because the false teachers that he is warning the church about had corrupted the use of the word. In fact, in verse 4, he refers to these “ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” I think that it is good to think of God’s mercy for us, because this shows that we have no merit in ourselves to save ourselves, but that we must receive every blessing and grace in the way of mercy. How humbling that is!
The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary defintes “mercy” as “kindness” or “compassion”.  The mercy that we receive from God can best be expressed as His kindness and compassion in action not only to save, but also as his intervention in our everyday lives. And of course, with this mercy comes the peace that can only be found through God’s grace. I believe that this peace can refer to the outward conditions of tranquility in us as individuals, churches and countries, but it is especially meaningful because it shows the spiritual peace we have through reconciliation with God through Jesus’ blood.  

Both of these things, mercy and peace, come from the “love” that God gives to us so freely, as His children.  The Greek word for love here is “agape”, which William Barclay defines as "The real meaning of agape is unconquerable benevolence. If we regard a person with agape, it means that nothing that he can do will make us seek anything but his highest good. Though he injure us and insult us, we will never feel anything but kindness towards him. That quite clearly means that this Christian love is not an emotional thing. This agape is a thing, not only of the emotions, but also of the will. It is the ability to retain unconquerable good will to the unlovely and the unlovable, towards those who do not love us, and even towards those whom we do not like. Agape is that quality of mind and heart which compels a Christian never to feel any bitterness, never to feel any desire for revenge, but always to seek the highest good of every man no matter what he may be."
God's love for us is revealed in Jesus Christ and in his generosity of bestowing his favour upon us and meeting all our needs. God bestows upon us his mercy, his peace and his love in ever increasing fullness to enable us to be more like Jesus, not to selfishly enjoy his grace but to share mercy, peace and love with all mankind. So the next time you greet a sister in Christ, I dare you to bless them with this benediction:  “May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.” If you do, it will not be my promise, but God’s promise to you that it will bring about the very message that God intends for us to receive. 
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
Copyright Deanne Ruedemann 2005
Abiding In Jesus —Thursday, February 9, 2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit (John 15:1-2).
Horatio Spafford was a successful Chicago lawyer and a close friend of evangelist Dwight L. Moody. Spafford had invested heavily in real estate, but the Chicago fire of 1871 wiped out his assets. His son had died shortly before the disaster. 
D. L. Moody had gone to London to preach because Spafford and his family desperately needed a rest. He planned a trip to Europe with his wife and four daughters. While in Great Britain he also hoped to help Moody and Sankey with their evangelistic tour. Last minute business caused Spafford to delay his departure, but he sent his wife and four daughters on the S.S. Ville Du Havre as scheduled, promising to follow in a few days on another ship. On November 22 the ship was struck by the English ship Lochearn, and it sank in twelve minutes. Several days later the survivors landed at Cardiff, Wales, and Mrs. Spafford cabled her husband the brief message, "Saved alone."
When Horatio Spafford made the ocean crossing to meet his grieving wife in London, he sailed near the place where his four daughters had sunk to the ocean depths. There, in the midst of his sorrow, he wrote these unforgettable words that have brought solace to so many in grief: 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll,
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blessed assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5).
Amen, Amen! —Friday, February 3,2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*

Truly, truly [Amen, amen] . . . 
Faith is believing God, and acting upon the great truths in His Word. It is to hear the Word of God with a clear full knowledge and to obey it. Faith always calls for action. We often use the word "amen" to affirm our conviction that we agree with God. 

The word  "Amen" comes into English from a Hebrew verb meaning "to support with the arm" or "carry." In its intransitive form the verb meant "that which is supported" or "that which is shored up." It has the idea to be "firm" or "unshakable." In Isaiah 22:23 the prophet uses this idea when he refers to a firm place on a wall into which a nail can be driven. 

Isaiah uses this word when referring to one of God's attributes. God "is unshakable."  Therefore, God has spoken as the Amen, or as the God of truth (Isa. 65:16). He is the Amen or the Faithful One. 

When we say the word, "Amen" we express agreement with what God has said. There is the inner communion of God's Spirit with our spirit that rises up and says in agreement, "Amen, Amen!" We thus affirm what we have said in our prayers and affirm our faith in God's great promises. 

Jesus frequently repeated the word when He used it. He often uses "amen, amen" at the beginning of the sentence, and in each case it is God who is speaking. It is a solemn statement when Jesus says, "Amen, amen." He is speaking as God. When Christ speaks, He prefaces His remarks with the affirmation that what He says is truthful. "I do solemnly affirm that what I am about to say is true," says the Son of God. After He says it His people then use the word as an echo. We declare in unison "Amen, amen!" What we are really declaring is, "We acknowledge and believe that God is faithful." He says, "Amen." We echo, "Amen, amen." 

Jesus said, "Truly, truly (literally, amen, amen), I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin" (John 8:34). We hear His statement, and our hearts with conviction echoes, "Amen, amen." We know and affirm that that is a true and faithful statement. Again, we hear the words of Jesus saying, "Truly, truly (amen, amen) I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves" (John 6:53). With hearts full of faith we respond, "Amen, amen!" We have put our faith in the substitutionary atoning sacrifice of Jesus' death on the cross. Here is another example: "Truly, truly (amen, amen), I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has  eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life" (John 5:24). 

Have you said the greatest "Amen!" in life? "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved" (Acts 16:31). With the disciple Thomas we declare, "My Lord and my God!" (John 20:28). Yes, that is the greatest Amen!

"I tell you the truth, whoever keeps my word, he will never see death." Amen. Amen. 
Do you want to receive these newsletters directly by email?

Email me your address at: deanneruedemann@yahoo.com 
1

