Hindrance to Prayer #5--Wednesday, July 27, 2005
By Deanne Ruedemann
This week we’re looking at the fifth hindrance to prayer (borrowing from R.A. Torrey’s list of seven hindrances) which is found in Mark 11:25,26: “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions. ["But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions."]
An unforgiving heart is perhaps one of the most common hindrances we have to our prayers. We are to confess our sins to God so that He can forgive them (I John 1:9), but unless we have also forgiven others of their sins against us, then our petitions to God are in vain. 

Why is this so important to the Lord, that we first forgive others before He can forgive us? If we refuse to forgive others, then we are in essence telling God that we are too good to forgive others, and that we have the right to hold on to our grudges. In other words, we are elevating ourselves to a position above God, for even God forgives others. Remember Jesus on the cross, forgiving those very ones who were crucifying Him? Luke 23:34a: But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." 

If Jesus, the Son of the living God, our Savior, the Redeemer of the world can forgive such atrocities, then who do I think I am to think that I have the right to be unforgiving to someone who has only offended me or done some other minor crime when compared to those who killed Christ? I’m still walking and talking, free of any bodily injury, suffering nothing even close to what a crucifixion offers, and dare I still say that I have the right to be offended at someone here on earth?  I don’t think so!

This command to forgive others is so important to God that He even included it in the “Lord’s Prayer” in Matthew 6:12-15: 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.]' "For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 

"But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. We also find the same command in Ephesians 4:32: “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you,” and Colossians 3:13: “Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.”
Sometimes it takes more than just a dry command to stir us to obey God, which is why Jesus often spoke in parables. Consider His parable on forgivness from Matthew 18:21-35. Here it is, in its entirety, from the extremely modern version of the Bible, “The Message”:
At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, "Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?"  Jesus replied, "Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven. "The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his servants. As he got under way, one servant was brought before him who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand dollars. He couldn't pay up, so the king ordered the man, along with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the slave market.  "The poor wretch threw himself at the king's feet and begged, "Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.' Touched by his plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt.  "The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, "Pay up. Now!' "The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, "Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.' But he wouldn't do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When the other servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the king. "The king summoned the man and said, "You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn't you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked for mercy?' The king was furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back his entire debt. And that's exactly what my Father in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn't forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy."
*All Scripture taken from the NASB
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