Hindrance to Prayer #4--Wednesday, July 20, 2005
By Deanne Ruedemann
Last week I borrowed the first three of R.A. Torrey’s “Hindrances to Prayer” to write in more detail about each one, so today I would like to expand on hindrance #4: stinginess.  As you recall, the first three included 1) selfish prayer, 2) sin, and 3) idolatry. The fourth comes from Proverbs 21:13: “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be answered.” Another verse that shows this principle is Luke 6:38: “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return." 

Even in the laws of the Old Testament, God commanded the Israelites to leave the edges of their fields unharvested to provide food for travelers and the poor. (Leviticus 19:9-10) In what ways can you leave the “corners of your field” for those in need today? When I lived in Romania, it was easy to find people begging for food or money out on the streets, but over time I felt God urging me to try harder to find those in need who were unable to go out and beg, perhaps due to being too sick to even get out of bed. More than once I found some frail widow, living alone, barely able to move around much less to go out and shop, who was happy to be receiving a little bit of flour and oil. Another time, my husband simply gave a fresh loaf of bread to an elderly woman on the street who was not even begging, and she immediately fell to her knees, in gratitude as if in prayer, and began eating it. Children would sometimes go through our garbage on the street, and when they asked for bread, they asked for stale bread. Oh, how we are spoiled in America! 

So what about those who might be in need closer to home? Perhaps there are those in our family, our neighborhood, or cell group who have needs that aren’t that obvious. I suspect that all of us have at one time or another experienced the few days before payday when the bank account level was so low that had anyone given us a $10 gift certificate to HEB, that we would have been extremely grateful. In the same attitude that our “acts of kindness” campaign at Gateway advocated reaching out to people in the name of Jesus, let’s keep it going!  

I urge you (and MYSELF) to get a small gift certificate the next time you go to HEB or Wal-mart, and give it to someone. . . anonymously. I promise you that person will remember it as if it had come from God’s hands directly. And you know what? It DID come from God when it is given in His name! I can’t tell you how many times that God has given similar things to me. When I lived in Pensacola a few years back, I used to have what I called a “lawn angel” who would mow my grass anonymously while I was at work, and not because the grass was so high that I was close to getting fined by the city! They would do it before it even got that high. Just a few weeks ago, someone anonymously paid for my Bible study book at the “Heart to Heart” study at Nancy Littlefield’s house. If you pray to God to open your eyes to the needs of others, I know that He will, and I guarantee that you will have a blast doing it.

To me, the best reason of all to give to others is because it is the best way that we can show Jesus that we love Him. For those of you with more than one child, have you ever seen one of your children be extra kind to another child? Isn’t it as though that child were loving you at the same time? It feels GOOD to see our children loving one another, and I know that God feels the same way.  How do I know?  Because the Bible tells me so in Matthew 25:34-46:

"Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.' "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 'When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.' "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.' "Then they themselves also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?' "Then He will answer them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' "These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

So there you have it: a clear choice to love God or reject God by loving or rejecting others. I pray today that you will choose love. God has chosen us to be His children, so let’s make the choice to love Him through giving to others.
*All Scripture taken from the NASB
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