Hindrance to Prayer #7--Wednesday, August 10, 2005
By Deanne Ruedemann
The seventh and final hindrance to prayer(as borrowed from R.A. Torrey’s list) that we will look at comes from James 1:5-8: “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”
Now, if you think that passage is too tough on “doubters”, try this one on for size from I John 5:10: “The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.” OUCH! I don’t know about you, but of all the sins I might commit on this earth, calling God a liar is definitely high up on my list of “sins to really avoid!”
This passage goes on further to say that the “testimony” we are to believe is that “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son (verse 11), and in verse 13 that “these things” have been written to “you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.” Then in verses 14 and 15, we are told that “if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.” 

Most religions offer no assurance of eternal life, but here we read that we have eternal life from the moment we believe in Jesus. Our certainty is based on this promise that God has given us eternal life through His Son. And with this belief, or faith, God tells us that He hears our prayers. Without this faith, it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6) and our prayers are hindered. In fact, Romans 14:23 tells us that “whatever is not from faith is sin.” OUCH, again!

Faith, however, is not mere mental assent. Many professing Christians may believe intellectually that the Bible is the Word of God or that Jesus is the Son of God, but this “faith” doesn’t change their way of life, thus making this “faith” not one that can save, according to James 2:14: “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?” True faith transforms our conduct as well as our minds. If our lives remain unchanged, we don’t have any evidence that we truly believe what we claim to believe. How do I know?  Because the Bible tells me so in James 2:17-26:

“Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works." You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God. You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.”
While it is true that good works can never save us by themselves, true faith always results in changed behavior and good works. We can’t earn our way to heaven by our works, but such behavior proves that our commitment to God is real. Good works don’t replace our faith, but instead they verify our faith in Christ. With this faith, you will truly be called a “friend of God,” whose prayers are heard rather than hindered!

To illustrate this point, beautifully, the song, “Friend of God” by Israel Houghton and Michael Gungor tells us:

Friend of God


Who am I that You are mindful of me
That You hear me when I call
Is it true that You are thinking of me
How You love me it's amazing

I am a friend of God
I am a friend of God
I am a friend of God
He calls me friend

God Almighty, Lord of Glory
You have called me friend

He calls me friend
He calls me friend...

*All Scripture taken from the NASB
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