Hindrance to Prayer #6--Wednesday, August 3, 2005
By Deanne Ruedemann

The sixth hindrance to prayer (as borrowed from R.A. Torrey’s list of seven) comes from I Peter 3:7: “You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.” 

I know that some of us women want to read this verse and sit back and wag our Holy Spirit fingers at our husbands, as if to threaten them with an attitude of “See what trouble you’re going to get into if you don’t treat me just right (meaning if they don’t do exactly what we want them to do)!” But before we go wagging any fingers at any of our husbands, let’s remember what Galatians 3:28 says: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” In other words, the proverbial “what’s good for the goose is good for the gander” may certainly be applied in this case, and if we are to point this verse at our husbands, then we must also point it at ourselves, as wives whose prayers can be hindered if we mistreat our husbands.

Lest those of you who are single think that this verse doesn’t apply to you at all, wait just a minute before you go running out the door, because this passage also covers any of our relationships with others, whether married or not. (Therefore, we who are married must also consider our relationships with those other than our spouses). In short, none of us can get off the hook on this one.  It applies to all of us about all of those around us.  Whew!  Did I miss anyone?

If we read further to I Peter 3:8-12, we find the summary of what God intends in this passage: “To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. For, 

THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, 

MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT. 

HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; 

HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT. 

FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, 

AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, 

BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL.”
Take special note of verse 12 where it says that the Lord attends to the prayer of the righteous, but His face is against those who do evil.

What does it mean to “be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit” (v.8) towards our spouses and others, and enjoy the inheritance of God’s blessing (v.9)? As the Word says, it means to not return “evil for evil or insult for insult” (v.9), but to give “a blessing instead” (v.9) and to “seek peace and pursue it” (v.11). In fact we can find this concept of “blessed to be a blessing” way back in the Old Testament when God told Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3 that He was blessing Abraham so that He would be a blessing to others and that as a result, “all the families of the earth will be blessed.” This is God’s wonderful plan of how we are to treat one another: with the same love and blessings that He gives to all of His children!

We are indeed blessed with Abraham if we truly believe in God who sent His Son, Jesus. Galatians 3:6-9 sums this up well: “Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU." So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.” 

If we are true believers, then we will take on these five characteristics given in verse 8 concerning how we are to treat others, including our spouses. First of all we are to be harmonious with others by seeking a common ground to relate to one another, rather than to go against one another in contentious arguing or backbiting. Secondly, we are to be sympathetic toward others by responding to their needs rather than to ignore them. Thirdly, we are to have brotherly love for each other, and fourthly, we are to be kindhearted by responding to one another in kind and loving ways, taking no offense or thinking evil of each other’s behavior. Last of all (but not least in importance) we are to be humble in spirit and have a servant’s heart rather than to be haughty or proud in our attitudes toward each other.

Whew, what a list! If we could just take on even half of these qualities consistently with our spouses and others, then I imagine that we’d improve our relationships by at least a fifty percent increase in satisfaction and a fifty percent decrease in dissatisfaction! If we could take on ALL five characteristics, then I expect we’d have nearly perfect relationships (marital and otherwise), and we would be blessed beyond our wildest imaginations.

So how do we do such a thing, to treat others in a way as to warrant God’s full attention and blessings toward us? There is only one way to do it, and it has nothing to do with us, but everything to do with the Lord. We can only show such love when we are filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5:18-21 tells us: “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.” 

In the same manner that Abraham’s faith allowed him to be blessed by the Lord (and subsequently bless others), our own faith in God and being filled with His Holy Spirit allows God to love and bless others through our loving actions towards them. How awesome to think how God works His miracles of love through His children (us)! I don’t completely understand it, but I totally believe that it is the truth. I pray that you will walk in the same knowledge of God’s truth that He has loved you with an everlasting love, and that He intends for you to love others with this same love. Powerful!

In the words of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, in John 13:34-35:

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

*All Scripture taken from the NASB

Copyright Deanne Ruedemann 2005

