“IF. . . ”—Wednesday, May 25,2005
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Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.  II Timothy 3:5a KJV
Amy Carmichael, who served as a missionary for fifty-six years in India, wrote a small book entitled, If, that gives several examples of how we can deny “Calvary love,” or in other words, how we can demonstrate that we know nothing of God’s love.  I have a copy of this book that I have read many times, and each time I do, I am convicted to renew my view of the love of God, and how much greater His love is than any other love I can ever know.  Some examples include:

If my attitude be one of fear, not faith,

About one who has disappointed me;

If I say, “Just what I expected,” if a fall occurs,

Then I know nothing of Calvary love.
If I become entangled in any “inordinate affection”;

If things or places or people hold me

Back from obedience to my Lord,

Then I know nothing of Calvary love.*

*From If by Amy Carmichael, Christian Literature Crusade, Copyright 1938 The Dohnavur Fellowship

I was thinking how I also at times deny the power of Christ’s resurrection in my life, and what that denial looks like.  In II Timothy 3:5a, Paul talks about people who have a “form of godliness”, but deny the power thereof.  I used to think this only applied to non-Christians, but I now believe that as a born again believer in Christ, that I too can and have denied the power of Christ’s resurrection.  In the same manner that Amy Carmichael demonstrated the denial of God’s love through a series of “if” verses, I would also like to demonstrate the denial of Christ’s resurrection power through a different series of “if” verses.  But before I do so, let me first show you from the Word where Christ’s resurrection power is revealed to us quite clearly.

"Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by man's design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, "We want to hear you again on this subject."     Acts 17:29-32  NIV
“Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;  and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;  and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied”.     I Corinthians 15:12-18 NASB

If I attempt to solve all my problems

Using only my own devices,

Then I deny the power

Of Christ’s resurrection.

If I walk in the flesh through envy or strife,

Taking offense when others fling painful words,

Then I deny the power

Of Christ’s resurrection.

If I see Satan’s darts coming toward me,

And believe I will be wounded or killed,

Then I deny the power

Of Christ’s resurrection.

If I tell others that Jesus is one way to live,

But not the ONLY way to live,

Then I deny the power

Of Christ’s resurrection.

If I walk in fear of all that might happen,

And cower when adversity comes my way,

Then I deny the power

Of Christ’s resurrection.

If my fear of death overcomes the joy

Of eternal life in heaven,

Then I deny the power

Of Christ’s resurrection.

If I am more concerned about my bank account

Than I am about my heavenly account,

Then I deny the power

Of Christ’s resurrection.

When I was in Romania, I had the privilege to study the Bible with a group of Romi (gypsy) women who were all new believers.  We were working through a basic “new believer” book that asked the question: “What would it make Jesus, if he never was raised from the dead as he had foretold?"  The most obvious answer, of course, is that it would have made Jesus out to be a liar.  But when we came to our study time together, not one of the gypsy women had actually written the words that it would have made “Jesus a liar”.  Every one of them said that they could not in any way write such a thing.  To them it would have been complete blasphemy to have done so!  Intellectually they recognized that the correct answer was that it would have made Jesus out to be a liar, but these women were so in awe of God’s power and the fact that Jesus DID rise from the dead, that they could not in any way dispute this fact, even in a “what if” scenario!  Let me tell you, when those women demonstrated such reverence for the resurrection, I nearly cried with shame at how flippant I have been at times in discussing the tremendous power that God has over life and death.  He alone created life, and he alone can continue it or end it, or choose to resurrect it at the sound of His Word!  Let me leave you with another passage that demonstrates this awesome power that He alone has over death, and how we too have been given this same power when we accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior:

"O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.                                                                   I Corinthians 15:55-58 NASB

I pray that you will have a renewed love and reverence for Jesus’ resurrected life, and the life that we now live because of that.  I pray that you will strive to “know Him and the power of His resurrection”. (Philippians 3:10a NASB).
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