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Gateway’s Women Believing God’s Word

Weekly Devotions For January 23rd to 27th, 2006
In The Lion’s Den —Monday, January 23,2006
Scripture Reading: Daniel 6
Today's Treasure: “Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before” (Daniel 6:10). 
We’re tempted to think of heroes like Daniel as supermen with powers unattainable to the average Joe.  We cheat Daniel when we don’t picture him as he was: a fragile man of flesh and blood, prone to run, and tempted to conform—just like the rest of us.  But Daniel didn’t run, even when faced with hungry lions licking off his flesh before doing him the favor of killing him.  What gave Daniel his courage?  How did he maintain his integrity in matters of life and death?  I think Daniel 6 reveals a few answers.  
1) Daniel was already in the HABIT of prayer.  Look at verse 10: He prayed “just as he had done before.”  He didn’t just dial 911 in emergencies or 1411 for more information.  He was in the habit of walking with God daily.  I want my voice to be one God is accustomed to hearing every day.  I don’t want only a crisis relationship.  I don’t think you do, either.  We derive tremendous security from knowing that the same God who met our needs yesterday will meet them today.                                                                                                                    2) Daniel trusted in the sovereignty of God.  Verse 10 says “he got down on his knees.”  He submitted himself to God’s authority, trusting Him to override anything contrary to His will.  I’ve tried to instill in my children the once-a-day habit of getting down on their knees to pray.  The physical posture of bending the knee to God’s authority reminds us He is Lord.  This practice doesn’t degrade me; it gives me great security.                                                                                                                                                                                                                3) Daniel cast himself entirely upon God.  The word prayed in verse 10 translates a Hebrew word rarely used in Scripture.  It means “to limp as if one-sided.”*  In his own strength, Daniel knew he was too handicapped to walk the path before him.  Through prayer He cast his weight on God and took one step at a time.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       4) Daniel unashamedly asked God for help.  I believe he was scared to death.  He had no intention of turning his back on God, but he was understandably frightened of the impending sentence.  My favorite part of the story is that Daniel didn’t receive the sort of help he anticipated.  He probably asked for the edict to be overturned or for God to change King Darius’ decision.  Maybe he simply asked for courage to die with dignity for the glory of God.  I doubt that he specifically asked God to shut the lions’ mouths.  But God showed that it wasn’t Daniel’s courage, King Darius’ change of heart, or the group’s guilty conscience that saved him.  It was God.  He doesn’t always provide the sort of help we anticipate—but His method always provokes the most glory.
Beloved, we are living in the lions’ den.  Victory is ours when we walk with God daily in habitual prayer, when we know His Word well enough to trust His sovereignty, and when we cast ourselves on Him and make an honest plea for help.  He derives great satisfaction from shutting that lion’s mouth.  
Sovereign Lord, thank You for Daniel’s life.  Please help me follow his example by being a woman who walks daily with You in prayer, who trusts in Your sovereignty, and who casts herself on You in times of need.  More than anything, I want to be faithful to the God I love.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
*James Strong, The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, n.d.), 100.  

Adapted from Whispers of Hope, by Beth Moore, page 51.  Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998.  Used by permission. 

Where In The World Are You From?—Tuesday, January 24,2006 
Scripture Reading:  Proverbs 4:24-27; Isaiah 6:5
Today's Treasure: "Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from your lips" (Proverbs 4:24). 
Like the prophet Isaiah, we live "among a people of unclean lips" (Isa. 6:5). Perverse language and corrupt talk so inundates our culture that we risk growing desensitized. How many times have we turned on the television and been shocked that a certain word was allowed to travel the public airways? 
We grow accustomed to hearing one word just in time to hear another. In the name of entertainment, we have slowly and sometimes unknowingly lowered our standards. If we do not take great care to resist, we will likewise become men and women of "unclean lips." 
What we hear has tremendous impact on how we talk. My thick Tex-Arkansan accent is a good example. I can't cross the Texas border without being asked, "Where in the world are you from?" I had no intention of developing another accent when I moved to Texas, but the more I heard the twang, the more I spoke the language. 
Our physical accents are affected by the regions in which we live. Our spiritual accents are also affected by the areas we choose to occupy. God desires and expects both our speech and our figures of speech to glorify Him. As perverse language and corrupt talk increases around us, we must work hard to stay a people of clean lips. The apostle Paul reminds us that "our citizenship is in heaven" (Phil. 3:20). God wants our speech to give away where we're from. 
We reveal our true home not by religious jargon people can't understand, but by purity of speech-and by pure default! Sometimes simply refusing to talk the way the world talks is a powerful witnessing tool. 
Let's allow God to give us a swig of mouthwash when necessary-like when we're angry, or when we're trying to make a powerful point, or even when we're simply trying to be funny. In Christ, we can find ways to deal with anger, make a point, and enjoy humor without compromising our speech. God can help us break old habits and form new ones. One way we can do that is to spend time with people who talk with "accents" we admire. 
Who are two people whose speech you admire? What about their manner of speaking impresses you? What one specific thing could you do to become more like them in your speech? As each of us raises our own personal standard of expression, it won't be long until somebody asks us, "Where in the world are you from?" 
Lord, lately some words have come to the tip of my tongue that have truly surprised me. I realize that exposing myself to perverse language and corrupt talk can desensitize me to the ugliness of those words. When I'm in a situation that's out of my control, like with a co-worker or the person I have to sit by in class, please protect my mind from absorbing those words. Make my speech pure and let it be like cool, fresh air to the people around me. Let them know that my home is with You. Lord, I know that many times I can control the words I'm hearing. Please forgive me for compromising my standards in some of the television shows and movies I watch, along with some of the music I listen to. I pray to please You through obedience. Also, please help me choose friends who will influence my speech in a godly way. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
Adapted from Whispers of Hope, by Beth Moore, page 93. Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998. Used by permission. 
Beloved—Wednesday, January 25,2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*
Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, 

To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 

May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. (Jude 1-2, NASB)

Last week we looked at Jude’s description of Christians in verses 1 and 2, describing them as “called, beloved, and kept for Jesus Christ” as well as his blessing to them: “May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.” This week we will focus our attention on “beloved”. 

If we read these verses in the King James or New King James versions, we see that instead of “beloved”, it reads “sanctified.” This difference is because the KJV used the Textus Recuptus for translation, but most modern English versions use the more recently found texts. Although there is much debate on which translations are “best”, there are no differences that cause any discrepancies in basic Christian doctrine. The difference between “sanctified” and “beloved”, therefore, is not important because they are both adjectives that descirbe Christians, and are both something that are supported by other scriptures as being something that God does for us.

In the Greek, this verb, “beloved”, is in a perfect tense that shows continuing behavior. This means that God began loving us in the past, and this love is continuing into the present and future. God’s love is ongoing. In fact, this love began, not just at our birth, or even at the point of our acceptance of Him through salvation, but before the beginning of the world! “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.” Ephesians 1:4,5

God’s love was demonstrated by the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, on the cross, and even though we were not physically alive during His crucifixion, we were still in God’s will and mind before we were ever born. See Ephesians 2:4-7: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”
This love has brought us out of death and into the assurance of being raised up with Him in heaven, and will continue into eternity when Jesus returns (Colossians 3:4): “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” Glory, Hallelujah!  Doesn’t that just make you want to stop and shout and praise Him right now? These words that speak of God’s love and sacrifice sometimes just roll out of our mouths, routinely, by rote, because we have heard them so many times, but when we really stop and think of how awesome God’s love is, then how can we do anything but praise Him?
God’s love for us is everlasting (Jeremiah 31:3), compassionate (Isaiah 49:15-16), and based on our relationship with Christ (John 16:27, Ephesians 1:6). Praise the Lord for this amazing love from which I can never be separated (Romans 8:38-39). Jude assures us that we can feel this love even in the midst of apostasy, heresy and false teachers in the church. Whoever is beloved of God in Christ as beloved forever:
“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life”.  Romans 5:10
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
Copyright Deanne Ruedemann 2005
Delight Yourself In The Lord —Thursday, January 26,2006
Scripture Reading: Psalm 37:1-24
Today's Treasure: "Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart" (Ps. 37:4). 
God knows us so well. In His infinite wisdom, He knew that even noble, believing humans would attempt to use Him as a means of getting ahead. Our motive for seeking God is often self-centered. Ideally, he enjoys being sought for the pleasure of His presence. He then delights in allowing the seeker to discover wonderful gains, but, because he knows us so well, He has methods for making the most of our sometimes questionable motives. He allows our greed to lead us on a treasure hunt where we ultimately discover the greatest treasure of all. 

Psalm 37:4 is a perfect example-a feel good Scripture if you'll ever find one. God knew we would seek a Scripture promising the desires of our hearts. He also knew our self-seeking approach could lead us to an incomparable treasure. The end result motivates our first approach to Psalm 37:4: "He will give you the desires of your heart." Then the "end" causes us to consider the means: "Delight yourself in the Lord." True to our human form we become attentive to the means so we can reach the end. 

We begin to question, "How can I delight myself in the Lord?" We can almost hear Him whisper, "I'm so glad you asked." As we make ourselves available to delight in God, He slowly revolutionizes our approach to finding fulfillment. Those who seek to delight in the Lord will ultimately develop a delightful relationship with Him; however, by the time God makes Himself the seeker's delight, the once self-seeking treasure hunter has been transformed. 

Anyone who truly delights in the Lord will one day realize that God has become the desire of her heart. When He is our delight, we begin to want what He wants. We come to trust His best for us. When we struggle with self-seeking desires, we hit our knees in prayer. We become wise enough to ask Him to overrule any desire that would ultimately betray us. We no longer want anything that lacks His approval. 

Why is the change of heart so important in the fulfillment of Psalm 37:4? Because hearts that do not delight in the Lord are destructive and deceitful. Jeremiah 17:9 says, "The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure." To be safe, God must transform the heart. Until we learn to delight ourselves in the Lord, we cannot trust the desires of our hearts. What our fleshly hearts want on their own can lead us to make the worst decisions of our lives. Can you remember a time when your heart led you down a destructive path? I certainly can. I want my heart's desire to reflect His desires. 

Psalm 37:4 is a transforming Scripture. In our treasure hunt, we discover a new depth of relationship with God, an indescribable delight, and a safety valve for our hearts. Treasures worth hunting-no matter what our original motives may have been. 

Father, forgive me for sometimes seeking You with selfish motives. Let my heart's true motivation be the pleasure of Your presence. I want to delight in You and find that You are the one desire of my heart. Thank You for Your unfailing love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
Adapted from Whispers of Hope , by Beth Moore, page 72. Nashville : LifeWay Press, 1998. Used by permission. 
What’s Your Vision? —Friday, January 27,2006
By Sammy Tippit
We've entered a new year in a time frame that only very few in human history have had the opportunity to experience. A few years ago we crossed the second millennium time barrier, and it was the first occasion in which a person could spend the entire day watching people from all over the globe celebrate the entrance into a new era. But there's one great question facing each of us this new year - What's your vision? What's your vision for your life, your family, your community, your nation, and your world? 

"Without vision" the Bible says, "people perish." Not only is that true, but also churches, ministries, and organizations die without vision. It's not only important to be a people of vision, but also a people with God's vision. We need to have a Biblical vision - the kind that is birthed in our hearts by God. 

Isaiah was a man with a vision. The Bible gives a clear description of his vision in Isaiah chapter six. His vision was threefold. He had an upward vision, an inward vision, and an outward vision. I'm convinced that the kind of vision that Isaiah had is the kind of vision that we desperately need at the beginning of this new year. 

The Bible says, "In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple" (Isaiah 6:1 NIV). In Isaiah's upward vision, he "saw the Lord." That's the greatest vision that we need in this incredible moment of history. We need a fresh glimpse of God. We need to see Him in His character and attributes. More than we need bigger buildings and strategic programs, we need a fresh view of God. Our passion must be to know Him - to walk with Him and behold Him in all of His glory. 

Isaiah saw God in His authority and power as he saw Him on His throne. The throne of God represents the ultimate place of power and authority in the universe. We desperately need to understand that God is still on His throne. He's not vacated it. He holds all power and authority. 

But Isaiah also saw God in His holiness. The Scriptures say that the angels cried out, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory" (Is. 6:3 NIV). Every great man and woman of God throughout the ages has somehow gotten to know God in His holiness. It was no different with Isaiah, and it's no different with you and me. When Isaiah saw God in His absolute purity, then he saw himself in the light of God's holiness and was a broken man. The more we see Him, the more we understand how unlike Him we really are. Such a vision produced deep brokenness and honest confession. A broken heart and contrite spirit will not be despised by God. He's looking for such hearts. 

The final part of Isaiah's vision was one of the world around him. Once he saw God and saw himself, then he saw a needy and hurting world. His heart broke. He heard the voice of God saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us" (v. 8). And Isaiah said, "Here am I. Send me!" (v. 8 NIV). 

When we see what Isaiah saw, we will understand that there's a world out there in desperate need of Jesus. We, too, will hear the voice of God calling us to reach that world. What's your vision? 
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