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God’s Word For Gateway’s Women

Devotionals for Week of January 9, 2006

Restoration —Monday, January 9, 2006
Scripture Reading: Job 42:10-17
Today's Treasure: "After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before” (Job 42:10).

Ours is a God of restoration.  Do not confuse restoration with replacement.  God’s way is not just to replace what we’ve lost but to restore us.  

When we have experienced a devastating loss, His aim is not simply to put something in its place.  His aim is to minister to the hurting soul.  If I lose a child, I might be helped by receiving another child—but I am not healed.  Our infinitely wise God does far more than replace.  He goes straight to the heart to heal.

The Scripture passage demonstrates that God was after Job’s innermost healing and restoration because He involved Job in the process of forgiving the errant counselors.  Job had been badly injured by several of his best friends.  Without God’s intervention Job would long remember their hurtful words and misplaced blame.  He might have had the dignity to continue the external expressions of friendship, but he would have battled resentment for the rest of his life.

Yes, God could have replaced Job’s friends with others, but a simple replacement would never have accomplished restoration.  Job’s bitterness would have remained.  Instead, God began mending Job’s heart through prayer.  

The Scripture does not record the exact dialogue between God and His servant Job, but at some point the Lord instructed him to pray for the friends who had so badly wounded him.  

Remembering Job’s ability to be honest, can you imagine what his first response might have been?  If Job were like us, his first requests were probably things he prayed for God to do to his friends rather than for them!  But prayer is so healing.  I’ve often said that God has to be God because only He could totally change a stubborn heart like mine in a few minutes of honest prayer.  

In Matthew 5:44 Christ said, “But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.”  Do you see it?  Prayer for those who have hurt us is not just for their sakes, it’s for OURS!  Perhaps a far greater work is accomplished in us.

Remember, beloved one, God is not just trying to replace something you’ve lost.  He’s trying to reach your heart and heal you, but He requires your cooperation.  If you are willing to get down on your knees and let God begin His glorious work of restoration through prayer, He will faithfully bless “the latter part” of your life “more than the first.”  Can you imagine that?  Thank goodness God is not limited by our imaginations!

Do you need to be restored after a devastating wound from a close relationship?  Use this time to speak to God about it and pray for those who have hurt you.
Adapted from Whispers of Hope, by Beth Moore, page 178.  Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998.  Used by permission. 

This And That —Tuesday, January 10, 2006 
Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 1:3-8
Today’s Treasure: “Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith” (Romans 1:5).  
Beginning to believe I was who God says I was had a profound impact on life between the ditches for me.  For years I lived in a cycle of poor self-image followed by poor choices feeding a poorer self-image and even poorer choices.  My continued poor self-image was directly due to believing my feelings and my past’s prediction over my future rather than God’s Word.  In my latter twenties I began to study the Word of God in-depth.  I had no idea at the time that God’s first purpose for stirring an insatiable appetite for His Word was to perform intense and long-term surgery on my broken heart and distorted mind.   
Through the study of His Word, I came upon Scripture after Scripture characterizing a child of God.  Soon I began to believe them for others.  Many of you who are Christian teachers or speakers may be able to relate to my unhesitant willingness to apply these characterizing Scriptures to anyone else but me.  Surely someone besides me has confidently assured a hurting or questioning person of a biblical truth applying to her or him as a child of God that you didn’t accept for yourself.  Perhaps you’ve also noticed that God doesn’t put up with that for very long.  He has a strange penchant for consistency.  God is adamant that we allow Him to teach to us what He wants to teach through us.  
One way God hammered Biblical identity into my belief system was through a number of this and that conversations.  Let me see if I can explain.  When I saw Scriptures characterizing a child of God, I constantly sensed Him saying to my heart, “Beth, you are this.”  For a long time I still responded, “No, Lord, I am that.”  He and I both knew what I meant.  Part of my that derived its names from the hurtful things others sometimes said behind my back.  Your that may represent something entirely different, perhaps names you simply called yourself.  Just think of a that as anything other than an Ephesians 1 this.  Of course, God was right.  I was this, but because I believed I was that, I still had a tendency to think and/or act like that.  Months turned into years, and the voice of God grew increasingly insistent in my heart.  “Beth, when will you ever believe you are this?”  As my husband says, I am one hardheaded woman, but I finally began to respond, “OK, God.  I may be this, but my problem is that I still feel like that.”
With a mustard seed of faith to at least believe I was this even though I felt like that, God brought about a breakthrough.  Through constant doses of His Word and a growing cooperation in my heart, He taught me to believe Him enough to at least start making decisions like a this.  I would literally come to a crossroad of decision and think, “I still feel like that, but God says I’m this.  How would a this behave in my current situation?”  I’d even picture someone who I knew was a this and try to imagine what she’d do.  Over and over I coached myself to make choices based on my this mentality.  Not my old that.  Over time my habits began to change, and I started behaving like this.  After all, this is who I am.
All the while I was preoccupied with this and that, Romans 1:5 was hard at work.  You see, my obedience flowed directly from my faith to believe I was who God said I was even when I didn’t feel like it.  Not surprisingly, the more I acted like this instead of that, the more I felt blessed, chosen, adopted, favored, redeemed, and forgiven. (See Ephesians 1:3-8.)  I guess that’s why I’m like a dog gnawing on a bone in my unceasing insistence that anyone can live victoriously.  Anyone can know the joy and fruit of obedience.  Dear (equally hardheaded?) one, if I can live victoriously through the power of the Holy Spirit, anyone can.  
Lord, thank You for my identity in Christ.  Please help me believe that I am who You say I am.  Give me faith to believe it even when I don’t feel it.  Let obedience flow from that faith.  I pray to live as this and no longer like that.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
Adapted from Believing God, by Beth Moore, pages 98-100.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2004.  Used by permission.  
Jude, The Obscure—Wednesday, January 11, 2006
By Deanne Ruedemann*
Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.  For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. (Jude 1-4)
Jude? You mean that old song, “Hey, Jude”? Wasn’t Jesus the King of the Judes? Oh, you mean the book of Jude in the New Testament? How many chapters does it have? One time I tried to find that book in my Bible, but I got lost somewhere between all the Johns and Revelation. Then somebody told me the best way to find Jude is to go to Revelation and take a hard left turn.
Can you relate to some of this misguided information about an obscure book that is perhaps one of the most neglected books of the Bible? In spite of its short length, it is extremely important to understanding apostasy (departure from the faith) that was in the Church both at the beginning of the Church in Jesus’ day, as well as during the present.  In fact, Jude is the only book in the Bible that is devoted to discussing the great apostasy that will come before the return of Jesus Christ. In the gospels, Jesus had predicted that people under the name of Christianity would turn their backs on the truth. Paul, Peter, and John, along with Jude and James explicitly state or imply the reality of that apostasy. The Epistle of Jude plays a very important part in developing a complete understanding of that event, and also details God's attitude toward those who depart from the faith.
In several passages throughout the New Testament, there are serious warnings about impending apostasy, including this one in Matthew 24:11-13, where Jesus warns:

"Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.

Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold. 

But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.”
Paul, in Acts 20:29-30, predicted that many disciples were being drawn away:

"I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.”
Peter also warned the Church about the rise of false teachers in 2 Peter 2:1-3:

“But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.”
By the time that the epistles of John and Jude were written, these dangers were no longer in the future, but were very much in existence. Antichrists were present, and false prophets were in the world, as found in     1 John 2:18, 4:1, and 2 John 7:

“Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.”
But heading back to our purpose in this study, the book of Jude, we see that Jude had originally intended to write about salvation, but was forced to change his original purpose to deal with the crisis of apostasy in the Church. Who was Jude, and who was he writing to? He is the brother of James, who is the half-brother of Jesus, and we don’t really know what specific church he was writing to. Therefore, this book is called a “general epistle” in that it could have been written to all churches, and of course we know it is written to the churches “then” and “now”, as apostasy was not just present in the first century, but indeed exists today, and will certainly continue to be a problem until the Lord returns. With this in mind, we would do well to pay close attention to this seemingly obscure book that can help us be wise in how we conduct our own lives so as to avoid the pitfalls of apostasy.
Stay tuned next week, for a continuing study of this small, but powerful epistle of Jude.

*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB
Copyright Deanne Ruedemann 2006
A Nurturing Parent —Thursday, January 12, 2006
Scripture Reading: Genesis 21:1-21
Today's Treasure:  “God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, ‘What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation’ ” (Genesis 21:17-18).
This story so tenders my heart, I can hardly read it.  Long before Christ drew a woman to a well, God drew a well to a woman.  God’s heart broke at the sight of this mother and son confronting the frightening prospect of death.  The mother’s heart was so broken that she distanced herself from her only child because she was afraid he would die before she did—a mother’s biggest fear.  
The boy must have been very weak; his mother “put” him under a bush, and he made no attempt to follow her.  Probably, she positioned him carefully under a thorn bush to keep the wild animals from preying on his dying body.  Then the mother began to sob.  Doubtless her wails were heard by the boy “nearby,” because Scripture records that he remained under the bush and cried as well.  Then God unleashed His loving kindness.  He refreshed and restored both mother and child; in the place of an absent father, God vowed to abide with the boy as he grew. 
As we reflect on the encounter between God and Hagar, it seems we witness not only the compassion and sympathy of God, but also the empathy of God.  He could relate to her pain and need, so He responded to Hagar as a loving God and as a fellow parent. 
Might this have been the response of a Father who knew one day He also would face the intense pain of separation?  Did God anticipate the torment of watching His only Son suffer…the agony of knowing He’d turn His back on His child as He died?  This was a Father who proudly proclaimed, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17)!  He was also a Father about whom Christ would say, “You loved me before the creation of the world” (John 17:24) and moments later cry, “Abba, Father…Take this cup from me” (Mark 14:36) and hours later, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46).
Surely the physical pain paled in comparison to the agony of two broken hearts.  As I consider it, I am again overwhelmed at my unworthiness for such a cost.  No, I do not believe the Father simply responded to Hagar as God, although that would have been enough.  He responded as a divine parent with the power to intervene.  Too tender was His heart to stand by passively.
God knows the intense pain of intense love.  If you are a parent, you have already experienced fear, vulnerability, and pain.  And the Father hasn’t missed one second of your parenthood.  If you have a child who is rejected by his peers, God knows how you feel.  If you have a child who is not beautiful to look upon, He knows how you feel (see Isa. 53).  If you have a child who has been betrayed by her friends, He knows how you feel.  If you have a child who has begged you to fix something you could not fix, He knows how you feel.  If you have a child who is suffering, He knows how you feel.  If you have a child who is dying, He knows how you feel.  If you’ve buried a child, He knows how you feel.  He’s been there, too.  However, there is one big difference.  He could have changed every bit of it.  But He didn’t.  For you and me.
If you’re a hurting parent right now, allow God to open your eyes as He did Hagar’s so long ago.  Let Him refresh you at the well of Living Water.  Like Hagar, your child may be totally restored to you.  Or, like the trusting, but brokenhearted mother named Mary, you may have to let your child go.  God loved no mother on earth more than the one He chose for His Son.  Yet she was unable to hold Him in her grasp for as long as she wished.  You who are richly loved, do not give up.  Once you’ve had a true glimpse of God’s tender heart, you will begin to understand that if the Savior says “no” to a crying parent, it is because He’s saying “yes” to eternal kingdom profit.
My Father, I praise You for being the nurturing parent that You are.  You are not unmoved by the suffering of Your children.  Thank You for your compassion and tenderness.  Please refresh me at the well of Living Water.  Help me to have peace and to understand Your heart when I don’t understand Your ways.  In the Savior’s name, Amen.  
 Adapted from Living Beyond Yourself, by Beth Moore, pages 130-131.  Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998.  Used by permission.  
Groans That Words Cannot Express —Friday, January 13, 2006
Scripture Reading: Romans 8:19-27
Today's Treasure:  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express” (Romans 8:26).
These verses are about groanings.  Three kinds, in fact.  First, creation groans for the return of Christ and His saints.  Subject to the frustration of being created by Him and for Him, yet absent from Him, all creation longs to be liberated from its innate corrosion and made new in the presence of its Creator.  
Secondly, we groan inwardly as we eagerly await our adoption.  Those of us in Christ recognize this groaning whether or not we’ve ever identified it.  When did you last feel weary of the pain of this world?  Perhaps not your sufferings, but another’s?  Hungry children on the other side of the world.  Hospitals filled with the dying.  Violence and hatred.  We groan.  We just don’t recognize the source of the ache—to be safe and sound in our new home, nestled in the down comforter of Christ’s love.  We are no longer orphaned.  Yet neither are we home.  As pleasant as our foster homes here on earth may be, we never cease to be startled by the world’s meanness.  Our groanings bring voice to feelings we often can’t identify: “Rescue us, O Savior!”
The passage identifies a third type of groaning—the groaning of the Spirit of God as He intercedes for us.  Sometimes we can better discern the meaning of a Scripture passage by identifying what it clearly does not mean.  Romans 8:26 does not say the Holy Spirit will intercede for us when we are too busy to pray, too angry to pray, too involved in ministry to pray, or too disappointed in God to pray.  The passage says the Spirit intercedes for us when we are too weak to know how to pray.  He intercedes not because we simply don’t pray—but when we don’t know how to pray.  
Imagine this poignant scene.  The child of God musters her last bit of strength to collapse before the throne of God.  Words do not come—just groanings.  They are not her groanings, though they emerge from so deep within, she thinks they are hers.  The Spirit of God searches her heart, gathers her pain, and lifts it to the Father of all comfort.  The Spirit of God, knowing both the depth of her agony and the will of the Father, can bring forth glory from even this.  He insists that the Father usher overflowing comfort.  He urges the child to let the Father have His way.  He prays for things she could not bear to pray—that she lacks the courage to pray.  He prays for glory.  
How long does the child lay before God’s throne?  Until strength comes.  Until she identifies the heart of the Spirit’s intercession for her and can make it her own.  Perhaps this is one of life’s finest hours for the believer—when the will of the Father and the will of the child converge as one—and the cloudy pillar of God’s glory settles on her shoulders like a down comforter.  And for just a moment, heaven comes to earth.  
Holy Spirit, thank You for interceding for me when I’m weak and don’t know what to pray.  I praise You for those glorious moments when You cause my will to converge as one with the Father’s.  Help me come to His throne even when I’m about to collapse from exhaustion or despair.  Please convict me when what’s keeping me from prayer is simply my flesh.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.  
Adapted from Whispers of Hope, by Beth Moore, page 44.  Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998.  Used by permission.  
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