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Gateway’s Women Believing God’s Word

Weekly Devotions For March 6th Through March 10th, 2006
Upcoming Women’s Events!

Desperate For Jesus Seminar, April 7-8,

Parkhills Baptist Church

Friday 5:45 pm, Saturday 8-2:30 p.m.

$20.00 Per Person; Transportation Provided
Mother’s Day Lunch, May 6th, 11-1pm

Special Guest Speaker: Tex Tippit!!!!

$6.00 adults/$4.00 Children; Free Nursery

LaMadeleine Restaurant on Broadway

A Hard Lesson in Holiness—Monday, March 6, 2006

Scripture Reading: Leviticus 10:1-11
Today's Treasure: "Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:23-24). 
Leviticus 10:1-11--The Death of Nadab and Abihu--- 1 Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Moses then said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke of when he said: " 'Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.' " Aaron remained silent. 4 Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron's uncle Uzziel, and said to them, "Come here; carry your cousins outside the camp, away from the front of the sanctuary." 5 So they came and carried them, still in their tunics, outside the camp, as Moses ordered. 6 Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, "Do not let your hair become unkempt, and do not tear your clothes, or you will die and the LORD will be angry with the whole community. But your relatives, all the house of Israel, may mourn for those the LORD has destroyed by fire. 7 Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meeting or you will die, because the LORD's anointing oil is on you." So they did as Moses said. 8 Then the LORD said to Aaron, 9 "You and your sons are not to drink wine or other fermented drink whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 10 You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, 11 and you must teach the Israelites all the decrees the LORD has given them through Moses." 
Accounts like this one really have a way of shaking us up. God owes us no explanation for His righteous judgments. After all, "as for God, his way is perfect" (Psalm 18:30). However, He often allows us to peek inside a rebellious heart so we can learn from it. Consider Nadab and Abihu's grave sin. Leviticus 10:1 says they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord. What could have made the fire they used strange, unholy, or unauthorized? The only coals that could be used to keep the altar of incense perpetually burning were those taken from the altar of sacrifice . Priests used authorized censers to scoop coals from the altar of sacrifice and to place them underneath the altar of incense to keep it burning. Nadab and Abihu made the fatal mistake of placing fire underneath the altar of incense from some other source. So unacceptable was the offering that they were consumed. This judgment seems harsh to us, but we must understand that God was using this generation of priests to teach all subsequent generations how to approach Almighty Yahweh. Moses' explanation was clear: those who share the privilege of being nearest to God must also bear the responsibility of exemplifying His holiness through obedience.  "From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked." (Luke 12:48b). 
A perfect link exists between the two altars in the tabernacle of testimony: the only coals that could heat the incense to make it a fragrant offering were those on which the blood of sacrifice had been spilled. Any other fuel for petition and worship made it absolutely unacceptable. God lit the altar of sacrifice Himself when He accepted the offerings at the dedication of the tabernacle. Any other fire was strange fire. And any other coals except those stained in blood were unacceptable. 
The two altars were positioned as they were because fragrant offering was possible only on the basis of sacrifice. Until someone had experienced atonement at the first altar, he or she could not offer the fragrant incense of prayer, praise, and worship at the second altar. Why? Because there would be no intercessor! You see, we never have the right to simply chat with God. No matter how spiritual we become, on our own we will never have the right to lift even the most pious prayers to God. Only Christ has that right. He must intercede with our every word before the throne of grace. Only after we have met Him at the altar of sacrifice are we eligible for petition, praise, and worship at the altar of incense. 
John 4:23-24 says, "Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth." What is worshipping in spirit and truth? When God created humans, He gave them something no other creature had received: a spirit. This spirit makes us in His image because God is spirit. Our spirit gives us the capacity to know and experience God. Our soul, on the other hand, is the source of our emotions and personality-that which represents our conscious selves. The third component of the triune human is the physical body. When God says that we must worship Him in spirit, He means that the only acceptable worship is that which is motivated and controlled by our spirits. The body and soul may accompany the spirit in worship, but they can never acceptably overthrow it. Our bodies and souls may express praise as long as they only accompany a deep spiritual longing to know and reverence God. Only the spirit can provoke and control worship for it to be acceptable. We can clap our hands or lift our hands as an accompaniment to spiritual worship, but the emotion and personality can never acceptably take the lead. Any variance from this balance would be "strange incense" (Exodus 30:9, KJV). Spiritual worship comes from our very core and is fueled by an awesome reverence and desire for God. Spiritual worship is focusing all we are on all He is, both personally and universally. It is the incomparable expression of both awe and affection for God. And it is one of the highest privileges we can experience on this earth. 
Now let's consider the meaning of worshipping in truth. The book of John uses the same word for truth several times. Every verse you are about to read translates the word truth from the same Hebrew word, aletheia. This word means unveiled reality. John 1:14: "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth." John 1:17: "For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. John 8:32: "Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." John 14:6: "Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.'" John 16:13: "But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come." 
Jesus Christ is the Truth through whom we must worship! He is our only access to the throne of grace. 
How do we ensure that our worship combines both spirit and truth? Acceptable worship proceeds from the Holy Spirit inside us only on the basis of the Savior who died for us. That is what it means to worship in spirit and truth. To worship any other way is to offer "strange incense." To place our incense before the throne of grace on any other basis except the blood atonement of Jesus Christ is to offer "strange fire" (Lev. 10:1, KJV). Thus, the incense of our prayer and worship is the Holy Spirit, and the fire that enables the fragrance to rise is Jesus Christ. The One who deems the fire and incense acceptable or unacceptable is Father God. All three members of the holy Trinity act on our behalf. All of the Godhead combines to offer us the privilege of true worship. God the Father invites us to worship, God the Son ignites us to worship, and God the Spirit incites us to worship. To worship inappropriately will not likely cause our physical deaths because we enjoy the grace of Calvary, but it can indeed cause the momentary death of communication with the Almighty. 
Adapted from A Woman's Heart: God's Dwelling Place, by Beth Moore, pages 120-123. Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1995. Used by permission. 
Pray Without Ceasing---Tuesday, March 7, 2006
Scripture Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24
Today's Treasure: "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 5:16). 
Is the habit of praying continually something you can't imagine becoming a reality in your life? Don't freak out on me here. Once we grasp some of the meaning of the phrase, we'll see that the pursuit of it is not out of our reach. We've been so indoctrinated by certain definitions of prayer that all the words "praying unceasingly" mean to us is that the preacher lost his mind and called on Brother Hubert to give the benediction at the end of the service. Halfway through the endless droning, even God wanted to go to the cafeteria. 
   
By "praying unceasingly" Paul really didn't have in mind our repetitive, wearying formulas. He was talking about a perpetual line of open communication with God throughout the entire day. We're not given to this kind of mentality naturally, so I'm convinced that we have to learn how to pray unceasingly. Mind you, this one will be an ongoing pursuit and one we aren't likely to master, but isn't prayer just that? A pursuit? 
I have picked up on the terminology of Brother Lawrence, who called praying unceasingly practicing God's presence . In fact, practicing God's presence has been my number one goal for the last year. It simply means to develop a constant awareness of God's presence all the time. When we live with such awareness, we as naturally pick up a conversation with God at any given moment in a day as we would with someone sitting a few feet from us. Maybe this example will help: a friend lost her husband of many years to death. She says she still catches herself talking to him. The difference is, when we talk to God He is always there. It's called omnipresence. 
   
A pray-without-ceasing relationship means seeing everything against the backdrop of His presence. In other words, a rain shower reminds us of Him. A difficulty at work makes us turn our thoughts to Him. The first bite of pecan pie makes us thank the God who gave us the gift of taste. A near-empty gas tank keeps us hanging tight with God as we coast on fumes to the station. Everything and anything. Even listening to a powerful worship CD while you're putting dishes in the dishwasher is prayer without ceasing. Constant communication. Sometimes saying a lot, sometimes saying a little, but living every moment of life as if He is right there. After all, isn't He? 
   
Lord, thank you for your presence in my life. Teach me to practice your presence. Reframe my mind to focus on you no matter what my day brings. You are worthy to be praised in every moment. In the name of Jesus, amen.    
Adapted from When Godly People Do Ungodly Things, by Beth Moore , pages 108-109. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2002. Used by permission.

The Ungodly Dreamers (Jude 8-16, 19)—Wednesday, March 8, 2006

By Deanne Ruedemann*
So far in this short letter of Jude, we have discovered that Jude has encouraged (exhorted) his readers to “contend earnestly for the faith” (v. 3), mentioned the “ungodly men” who have “crept in unnoticed” (v. 4) who “turn the grace of our God into lewdness” and “deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ”, and reminded them of three examples of God’s righteous condemnation in the past (v.5-7) concerning the nation of Israel in the wilderness, the angels who fell, and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.
At this point, Jude follows the example set by Peter in a similar passage (2 Peter 2:10-17) and describes these “ungodly men” in Jude 8-16, 19. In doing so, Jude does more than simply repeat Peter’s same words, but he adds more information.  In today’s study we will review Jude’s description of these men, which is summarized in verse 8:  “Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.”NKJV  
“THEY SPEAK EVIL” (Verses 8-11)---As Jude elaborates, he starts with the last of these three accusations concerning their evil words against “dignitaries”. These dignitaries could refer to angelic beings, or those in postions of authority. In either case, these ungodly dreamers would not hesitate to speak evil, showing that they exalted themselves above the authorities. This foolish behavior is contrasted in verse 9 with the behavior of Michael, the archangel, who dared not speak directly against the devil, but instead said “The Lord rebuke you”. In verses 10-11, Jude continues to say that the ungodly men do not hesitate to speak evil of things they know nothing about.  Verse 11 strongly warns these men, saying that they are behaving like Cain, Balaam, and Korah, all examples of evil men in the Old Testament. So how does this relate to us today? This is but one of several examples in the New Testament where we are warned about the dangers of speaking evil of others. In the book of James, we are severely warned of the dangers of the tongue (James 3:2-12) and of speaking evil of others (James 4:11-12; 5:9). Paul also wrote Titus to counsel Christians not to speak evil of one another (Titus 3:1-2). So when we add this example in Jude of the “ungodly dreamers” and their quickness to speak evil of others, shouldn’t we be very cautious of how we use our tongues?
“THEY DEFILE THE FLESH” (Verses 12-15, 19)---In these verses Jude goes on to give more lively and vivid descriptions of these ungodly men’s behaviors. He says that they were feasting “without fear, serving only themselves”, and that they were also “sensual persons”. In prophesying of their behavior, Peter elaborates in 2 Peter 2:13,14 by saying they were “reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls.”  In other words, they took advantage of their brothers’ hospitality to engage in their lustful thoughts.  The extent of their depravity is vividly illustrated in verses 12-13 where they are compared to clouds that promise rain by give nothing, barren fruit trees, raging seas that stir up their own shame, and stars that briefly shine and then vanish forever!  In verses 14-15, we are told that Enoch, the man “who walked with God” had prophesied of these ungodly men, and also of the Lord’s coming to judge them all and to convict all who are ungodly, who have such ungodly deeds and who speak against the Lord in ungodly ways.  And if that were not bad enough, we also learn from Jude that. . . 
“THEY REJECT AUTHORITY” (Verses 16, 19)---This lack of respect for authority is evidenced by how they were quick to speak evil, contrary to the apostles’ teachings, as well as their use of flattery that also was condemned in Romans 16:17-18: “Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”  Other evidence for their rejection of authority was in they way they were “walking according to their own lusts”, as “sensual persons”, clearly rejecting the apostolic authority and teaching (1 Peter 2:11; 1:14). 
The last phrase of verse 19 sums up the condition of these “ungodly dreamers”: “devoid of the Spirit”.  Yes, when they “defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil” (v.8), they demonstrate that they are walking “according to the lusts of the flesh”, not “according to the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16-23).  The end of these “ungodly dreamers” has also been made clear both in Jude and other passages as well: In Galatians 5:21, “those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God”, in 2 Peter 2:17, “to whom the gloom of darkness is reserved forever, and in Jude 15, “for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever”. 
Pretty scary picture, eh? Does Jude’s characterization of these “ungodly dreamers” hit a little too close for comfort in some areas? If they do, then praise the Lord that He is showing you what kind of life He really wants for you! Next time, we will consider Jude’s advice on how we can avoid being misled by such “ungodly dreamers”.
*Unless stated otherwise, all scripture references are from the NASB

Copyright Deanne Ruedemann 2006

	Of Beauty and Balance—Thursday, March 9, 2006
Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:25-34
Today's Treasure: "Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?" (Matthew 6:25b-26)

Indonesia is home to the magnificent atlas moth. This breathtaking creature has a wingspan reaching almost one foot and is often mistaken for a bird when she takes flight. Her lovely wings are painted with shades of red and are patterned like maps. When the atlas moth emerges from her cocoon she can have full confidence that her splendor exceeds that of all other moths. However, she spent all her time inside the cocoon developing long, attractive wings and matured without a mouth or stomach. Sadly, since she can't nourish herself, the outwardly beautiful, inwardly undeveloped moth will die within one day. She will live long enough to attract a mate and lay eggs, but her extravagant wings will never get more than a day's use. What a shame! 

If we neglect our spiritual development while spending our energy turning heads with our beauty, we can expect to become dangerously unbalanced like our friend the atlas moth. Our vanity prevents us from developing spiritual mouths to feed ourselves on God's Word and have relationship with Him through prayer. We may look better than ever, but our spirits are starving! We would never think of leaving the house in the morning without brushing our hair, putting on clean clothes and taking several good looks in the mirror. What if we refused to leave the house without spending time with the Lord and getting spiritually ready for the day? Balance would certainly stop eluding us. 

I try to have my time with the Lord each morning before I get physically ready. I'm desperate to be filled with the Spirit of God while I stand in front of the mirror and appraise my own appearance. For me and many other women, those minutes are a battleground between the mind of Christ and the mind of me. My own critical thoughts exhaust me, whereas the words of God bring vitality. How I want the mind of Christ to rule over this area of my life! 

Matthew 6:31-33 tells us the Father knows we need things like food and clothes, but He wants us to pursue Him instead. When we seek His kingdom and righteousness first, He takes care of the rest and puts everything in its perfect balance. 

Lord, you know the struggle I have in focusing too much on my appearance. In the name of Jesus, please give me a heart that seeks You. Forbid that I would be spiritually undeveloped. Please don't allow me to waste another thought or minute in vanity. King of glory, reign over this area of my life and bring all things into balance. Thank you for ministering your truth and love to me. Amen. 
© Copyright, Amanda Jones, 2003 (Beth Moore’s daughter)


	

	

	                 Do Not Despise Instruction—Friday, March 10, 2006
                                                 Scripture Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 
Today's Treasure: "Do not spurn the gifts and utterances of the prophets - do not depreciate prophetic revelations nor despise inspired instruction or exhortation or warning" (1 Thessalonians 5:20). (AMP) 

I hate regrets, don't you? I hate looking back at some mistakes I have made and remembering warnings I chose to ignore. I'm not alone. One of the most common claims of people who have been seduced by Satan into a bed of sin is that they failed to heed an early warning. 

Seduced-proofed people are those who do not despise the instructions, exhortations, or warnings of those whom God sends their way. Keep in mind that they may not come face-to-face. They may come from a sermon, a Christian radio broadcast, or a Christian book that God has purposely placed in our hands. They may also come from a source less agreeable to our palates. 

Don't go acting as if you have no idea what I mean. Don't you just hate when someone you don't even particularly like is right? Not only do I pick the advice I want; I like to pick out who gives it to me! God doesn't always send our favorite messengers with His well-pointed exhortations. We have to listen anyway. We need to be desperate for good advisers, and we also need to be desperate for the humility to receive instruction. 

Sometimes we may receive a warning or an exhortation from a godly source that leads us to forego what seemed like a wonderful opportunity. Later we may find ourselves troubled by resentful feelings, wondering if we should have gone against the counsel. Of course, we are always wise to pray diligently through these kinds of conflict to make absolutely sure any human counsel lines up with God's counsel. If we believe it does - even when we don't want it to - we must rest in it and try to avoid second-guessing it. We may have no idea until heaven the calamity we avoided. 

If the counsel of the wise seems to match the sense you're getting from the Holy Spirit after much prayer, go with their advice no matter how badly your flesh wants to do otherwise! 

Father, you are so good to send warnings when I am close to danger. Thank you for being my Guide and Protector. Please put a teachable, humble heart within me and help me to receive warnings that are hard to hear. Amen. 
Adapted from When Godly People Do Ungodly Things, by Beth Moore, pages 113-114. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2002. Used by permission. 
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