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Weekly Devotions For May 15th Through May 19th, 2006

Happy  mother’s  day ! ! !

Since we have relied so heavily on Beth Moore’s studies in our newsletter, I thought I would share this recent letter from her website,www.lproof.org, concerning her health. Here is her letter below :

March 24, 2006 

My Beloved Sisters, 
I sit before the computer screen still a bit groggy from the sedation I received this morning for the final medical test and procedure scheduled in a month of medical drama. I cannot wait to write you because the emotions flowing from my heart need some place to go. I have never—and I do repeat never—been the recipient of such an outpouring of love, concern, and prayers from the Body of Christ. I am honestly astounded and so deeply humbled. 

A little background first: I began not feeling well several months ago and started losing weight I couldn’t seem to put back on. I finally got to a point that I knew something was wrong and headed to the doctor. I was taking a series of tests before I knew it and the findings led specialists to pinpoint the need to rule out both ovarian and colon cancer. To God’s great glory and in His deep mercy, they were both ruled out—the latter (and the greater possibility) only this morning. The doctors located some problems, all of which are treatable. I am on several strong antibiotics and will heal up soon. The Great Physician has had more to say to me than any amount of earthly physicians. Really, the issues have been between He and I. Recently God led us into television ministry—adding on quite a new and demanding element—and all the while I refused to give up anything else. Among other things, God has used this ordeal to tell me that it is time to let some things go in view of this new addition. I will still remain very attentive to teaching and writing Bible studies and doing the conferences. Most of the adjustments I am having to make are more local and personal in nature. They will have no discernable impact in the activity of the ministry as many of you know it. Please pray for me as I seek to obey God. Nothing I could let go of would have been easy. I can honestly tell you that I love every single thing God has given me to do because I love the people He’s given me to serve. I am a people person and I get attached quickly; hence, the difficulty of letting anything go. As always, God is right and His peace is settling on me as I seek to hear and obey Him. 

Now, for your part: Word circulated quickly concerning my health problems and pending medical tests and the love and prayers poured in like tidal waves. I have hardly known what to do with the response. Nor could I imagine how I’d ever pay it back. I know that sounds ridiculous, but I am more comfortable in the giver’s seat than in the recipient’s. Not only did you pray me to a favorable diagnosis. You prayed me through a literal fast from fear. Fear has long since been my thing and I committed to God that I would NOT let the enemy play his game with my mind. Whatever the devil wanted out of this month-long ordeal, I do not believe he got it. I want to tell you what meant the most to me in regard to the Body of Christ throughout this time. A few days ago my personal assistant Susan sat me down and told me that prayer cards and calls were coming in from everywhere. She said, “Let me just give you a taste.” She told me of a call from a large Charismatic church that wanted permission to pray for me with their congregation by name. She then handed me a memo from a prayer circle of a Baptist church in a small town. And then she handed me a rosary that someone had sent. I could bawl about it even now. God was so specific with me in the early days of the ministry that I would not be part of the division and politics in the Body of Christ. I was to love the entire Body—and to love anybody He’d grant me the opportunity to serve—even if we believed differently. As the years have gone by and God has caused the Bible studies to penetrate the walls of so many denominations, we’ve been astounded by God’s faithfulness and so, so thankful. We have fought for the right to serve anyone, anywhere. At the risk of sounding so childish—maybe even foolish—when Susan handed me those things and told me of the variety of calls we’d gotten from all over the Body, I felt the strangest thing. I felt not just that we had been given the astounding privilege of loving the whole Body, but that this little microcosm—Baptist, Charismatic, Catholic, all as different as could be—had loved back. I don’t know if that makes any sense to you, but it was profound to me. I would have loved you whether or not you loved me back. That’s how the love of Christ works. But to be loved in return??? It’s just almost too much for my heart to handle.  You have ministered something to me I will never get over. From the deepest, most tender place in my heart, I thank you. 
And I love you, too. 

Beth 

The Ultimate Swordsman 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:1-11
Today’s Treasure: “Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God”’ (Matt. 4:4).

Every believer in Christ will experience occasional intense confrontations with the enemy. At such times Satan’s persistence can seem overwhelming. Scripture records Jesus’ 40-day encounter with the tempter so we can learn a lesson from His success. Christ won His battle with His highly skilled use of God’s Word. Ephesians 6:17 calls the Word the “sword of the Spirit.” Scripture is the only offensive weapon we have against the evil one. The other pieces of armor described in Ephesians 6 are defensive in nature. The enemy can be relentless in his attack. If we’re going to be victorious during times of intense battle, we need to take some lessons from Christ, the ultimate Swordsman. Here are a few tips based on His example. 

Familiarize yourself with Scripture. We don’t come equipped with a knowledge of Scripture. We must study it. Such study doesn’t mean just learning biblical history. Bible study involves a relationship with a person. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). Christ didn’t just learn the Word; He is the Word!

Memorize Scriptures. Christ didn’t pull out His pocket Torah in the desert and start flipping pages. We don’t always have our Bibles in easy reach. We need a quick-draw supply of Scriptures hidden in our heart for times we face temptation. Psalm 119:11 says, “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”

Learn how to apply Scripture. Christ answered His adversary with specific Scriptures applying to each temptation. Learn to respond to the enemy with Scriptures aimed specifically at your temptation or battle. I remember a time when I stood boldly on the Word of God. The problem was I rarely climbed off and opened it. I claimed to believe something I knew little about. We can’t stand on a closed Bible. We must open it, learn it, and apply it. A Bible concordance is a great resource tool for helping you locate Scriptures pertaining to a particular need. 

Be persistent. If the enemy isn’t backing off, you have no choice but to keep fighting. He didn’t tuck his tail and run the first time Christ drew the Sword of the Spirit. We can be pretty certain he’s not going to back off easily from us. A simple rebuke doesn’t always work when we’re walking through a season of spiritual warfare. 

First Corinthians 10:11 says of the Israelites’ experiences, “These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us.” In context, the apostle Paul was referring specifically to lessons from poor examples. God provided us with four Gospels recording Jesus’ earthly life so we could also learn from a perfect example. 

Christ can handle a sword. Let’s make sure we’ve signed up for lessons. 

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your example of how to use Scripture to battle temptation. Please help me be proactive in preparing for spiritual warfare by familiarizing myself with Your Word, memorizing Scriptures, and applying them to my temptations. I need Your strength to persevere when the enemy doesn’t easily back off. I love You so much and want to please You, Lord. It’s in Your victorious name that I pray, Amen. 

Adapted from Whispers of Hope, by Beth Moore, page 96. Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1998. Used by permission
Is This All There Is to Life?
Recognizing and responding to this heart-cry question.
by Katie Brazelton


When I was 35, my life took an unexpected turn. In the flash of a brief conversation, my marriage was over when my husband announced he wanted a divorce. Everything that had been center-stage for me suddenly changed. Over the course of the next year, my family responsibilities dwindled as I had no husband to tend to and our two children were off happily visiting their daddy, often daily. I was lonely, confused, lost, and bitter. Even though I was a good, practicing Christian, I was like a ship lost at sea without a rudder.

I felt hopeless. It seemed as though I had little left to live for—except for my occasional times with my children. I asked tough questions: Does my existence even matter in this world? How can I make a difference? Where is the place you have for me, God? What on earth am I here for?

It's been more than a decade and a half since my difficult days. In the midst of that purposeless desert, I began an intense spiritual journey through which God slowly revealed more about who he is and about his many reasons for my existence. The process wasn't easy, nor was it fast or efficient. It was my messy attempt to learn more about spiritual disciplines, relationships, service, and peace. God had to spell out for me with kindergarten-teacher patience that he wanted me to do three things: Do-Be-Do! He impressed on me that my purpose is three-fold:

Do today what I put in front of you to do today. Be a good mom, daughter, sister, employee, ministry leader, community volunteer, student, neighbor, etc. Fulfill the roles I've entrusted to you.
Be holy because I'm holy. I want you to do whatever it takes to become a better disciple.
Do the one thing I placed in your heart before you were born. It's the distinct and bold work I designed specifically for you that will have far-reaching results for the Kingdom.
Then the miracle of all miracles in my life started: God consistently showed up to move me incrementally down his pathway to purpose. Each step was in his good timing and through his enormous grace. What a journey of faith, hope, and love that continues to challenge me even today.

Perhaps you find yourself in a perplexing place wondering what your life purpose is and how you're going to make a difference in the world. Right now you might feel empty, frustrated, or stuck in futility. Perhaps you can't turn off the unsettling questions that scream out in the silence of your nights:

· Why do I feel so unsatisfied, even in my church ministry, family, and job?

· Why aren't I happy?

· How did I pile up so many regrets?

· Is this what God wants my life to look like?

· When did my dreams and passions get relegated to a back burner?

· How can I find purpose amidst my hectic schedule? 

If you find yourself facing questions such as these and long for something better, be assured there is hope. The God of the universe created you, has a plan for your life, and will reveal your purpose. God wants to communicate intimately with us; we simply need to give him priority in our crazy calendar to hear him. He longs to talk to us and share his dreams for our life with us. He waits for us to curl up in his lap and discuss his next steps (versus our next steps) toward purpose in our lives. 

We each have purposes to fulfill, many of which are linked to our relationships, passions, talents, experiences, dreams, hopes, and longings. Living a more dynamic life is possible when you catch God's vision for you. 

In this new column, I'll address your questions about life purpose that revolve around the universal concern: Is this all there is to life? This is a valid question that I asked for nearly three decades of my life. So, I encourage you to write me at the e-mail address below and tell me what you want me to chat about on this confounding topic.

In the 30 days until we meet here again, I suggest we practice being still, as we're instructed in Psalm 46:10—"Be still, and know that I am God." Let's create opportunities for God to speak to us about our purpose as we reduce noise, stimuli, and information overload in our life. I invite you to turn off your television set, stereo, and car radio whenever possible. Gracefully bow out of any loud, multi-voiced conversation. See if you can get away to a library or museum this month simply to be quiet. Ask God daily to make you a better listener. Ask him to take you from where you are today in this spiritual skill set to where he always intended you to be.

I can only imagine your joy as you hear God's voice whispering the next steps he'd love for you to take on his pathway to purpose. Listen closely as he reveals more about the destiny he placed within only you. Listen as he unfolds the daily, unique purposes he's chosen for you.

KATIE BRAZELTON, PhD, MDiv, MA, is author of the best-selling Pathway to Purpose for Women series and founder of Pathway to Purpose Ministry (www.pathwaytopurposeministry.com). Her ministry trains Christian women internationally as Life Purpose Telephone Coaches® and Intensive, 2-Day, Life Purpose Facilitators. Prior to her book release in 2005, she was Director of Women's Bible Studies, Director of Golden Gate Theological Seminary, and a Licensed Minister, all at Saddleback Church. This article is adapted from Pathway to Purpose for Women. Contact Katie at support@pathwaytopurposeministry.com.

When Daddy Doesn't Believe
7 strategies for spiritually single parents.
by Nancy Sebastian Meyer


"Half my heart believes in Jesus, but the other half isn't sure he's real." Seven-year-old Becky hugged me. "What am I gonna do, Mom?"

Her honest words grieved my already aching heart. After four years as a youth pastor, my husband had traded ministry for business. He allowed me to worship God freely, but he eventually stopped going to church and started calling himself an agnostic. I knew Becky would notice our spiritual differences someday, but I still felt unprepared for her question.

God, however, wasn't surprised. As we sat on the bed and opened her Bible, Jeremiah 29:13 provided his answer: "You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart."

"How do we seek him, Mom?"

I read the previous verse, "Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you."

An idea I'd heard several months earlier came to mind. "Let's make construction paper flowers and write a prayer request on each one. We'll pray every day for the requests. When God answers one, we'll stick the flower on the wall until we have a whole garden of answered prayers. We'll be able to see God in how he answers us."

By the end of that first week, God answered five of Becky's simple requests, including healing her teacher's illness and allowing a friend to visit for a sleepover. At Becky's suggestion, we stuck the flowers to her bedroom ceiling where she could read them day and night. By the end of the month, 20 flowers graced her ceiling garden. One of them read, "Please help me to know you, God."

Becky is 15 years old as I write this story. Her dad, an awesome father by the world's standards, still considers himself agnostic. Becky, on the other hand, steadily grows in her walk with God. So how can we raise kids to love God when Dad doesn't? I hope the following suggestions offer encouragement.

1. Remember, although you may be required to answer questions about God single-handedly, you're not alone.
When children ask, "Where is God when I hurt?" or "Why doesn't God make Daddy believe in him?" answers may not always seem as obvious as God's leading in Becky's ceiling garden. However, God promises in James 1:5, "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault." Connect with God immediately through prayer and listen to his gentle promptings in your heart and from his Word.

2. Respond honestly, briefly, and positively to questions about Daddy. Even worse than fielding questions about God is answering questions such as, "Why doesn't Dad go to church?" or "Why was Daddy so mean tonight?" Since you can't honestly answer for him, you might suggest: "Why don't you pray about asking Dad that question."

When an immediate reply is necessary, I pray for guidance and then keep my response honest, brief, and respectful. For example, if Becky asks me about a questionable CD Dad just purchased, I express concern about the issue, while remaining nonjudgmental toward her father.

3. Speak the truth in love.
When Becky first learned the health risks of smoking, she immediately related her new knowledge to the next smoker we encountered! A stranger might excuse tactlessness from a child, but Dad can get pretty ticked off when reprimanded by his daughter. Jesus spoke honestly with compassion. John 1:14 describes him as "full of grace and truth." A wise pastor once said, "Jesus was not so gracious he was not truthful, nor so truthful he was not gracious." Encourage your children to think, What would Jesus say and how would he say it?
4. Provide a spiritual heritage beyond your home.
As Becky's closest Christian role model, I tried to be perfect—and ended up defeated, discouraged, and exhausted! When Becky needs more than I can give, where can I turn? Within our local church, one of Becky's friends enjoys spiritual adoption. Lili's "Gram" and "Grand" live authentic Christian lives in front of this preteen, continually reinforcing the fact that Christianity is more than just "Mom's religion."

Ask God to provide friends who will be encouraging and pray regularly for your children (and you). If these special people attend your local church, they may be the added incentive your child needs to get to church on Sunday morning!

5. Attend church regularly.
Often I must remind myself to "not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing" (Hebrews 10:25). Becky and I need teaching from God's Word and fellowship, but going to church alone is tough.

One mother commented, "My husband doesn't want to go, and it's just too much work to get the kids up and out without his help." I encouraged her to find an accountability partner—someone to pray for her daily and hold her to her promise to get to church regularly.

What do you do if your husband resents being left behind when you go to church each week? Because Jesus taught us to prioritize people over programs, occasionally we enjoy a "family Sunday" away from church. Becky and I sometimes accompany Dad on a Jeep trail ride or go to the city aquarium together. Additional weekly "God-times," like Pioneer Clubs and daily devotions, help keep our faith growing even when we can't get to church on a Sunday.

6. Learn to recharge your spiritual batteries.
While I don't experience the physical exhaustion of single parenting, my spiritual battles still leave me emotionally wrung out. I find my key to tapping into God's energy in Matthew 11:28-30: "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you … for my yoke is easy and my burden is light." When my husband fails to be a spiritual team player, I picture myself yoked with God—who lends me his power and hope. I spend time alone with God everyday and find this commitment produces a powerful, positive, refreshed mother.

7. Get involved in regular Christian service with your kids.
Are your kids accomplishing God's work? Consider Philippians 2:12-13, which tells us to work out our salvation. This means we need to flesh out, day by day, a relationship with God that serves others. Becky and I sing at retirement homes and run errands for our neighbors. These and other activities put our faith into action, giving us joy, purpose, and unity as a family—especially when Dad joins in!

One of Becky's friends helps out in our church nursery one Sunday evening each month. Becky told me she'd like to volunteer too, but she's not keen on babysitting young children. As a result of her search for a ministry, Becky began writing a kids' page for our church newsletter. Recognizing a child's skills and interests can provide ideas about where God desires to use him or her.

Perhaps right now you're thinking, Whew! These seven strategies sound solid, but can I apply them all? Take a deep breath and ask God to show you one or two things he wants you to focus on at this moment. Maybe he's asking you to cut out paper flowers and watch your children's faith grow. Or perhaps he's nudging you to find that accountability partner who can encourage you when life seems impossible.

If you've read this article on behalf of a friend, ask God to reveal ways you can help: Pray with her weekly, offer to take her children and her to church with your family, or even watch her kids so she can spend quality time with her husband. Above all, keep praying for her family.

Regardless of which strategy helps you or a friend become a successful spiritually single mom, remember, we're never alone. As God promises us, "I am with you always" (Matthew 28:20).

Nancy Sebastian Meyer is the author of Beyond Expectations (Moody) and lives in Pennsylvania with her family.
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