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Insights For May 22nd Through May 26th, 2006

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: BETH MOORE IS A BRAND NEW GRANDMOTHER! READ HER GRANNY REPORT BELOW!
Don’t miss this issue! The DaVinci Code is “decoded”. Read this factual article so that you can accurately discuss this movie event with your friends, family, and co-workers. God’s WORD is TRUTH!  Also read Mary Magdalene’s REAL history, not the blasphemous history that the world wants to believe as recorded in Dan Brown’s fictional book and movie.
Three Months In – A Mother’s Day Reflection
Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 1
Today’s Treasure: “I prayed for this child, and the LORD has given me what I asked of him” (1 Samuel 1:27). 

Well, it’s just absolutely official. I am bonkers over grandparenting. As my assistant, also an active grammy, assured me, I am ruined for life. It’s been three months since God graced our private little Moore-Jones world with Jackson Curtis. Weighing in at 7 lbs. 2 oz, he did not come to take sides. He came to take over. We were easy for the taking. Couldn’t wait, in fact. Curt and Amanda have invited both sides of their family to fully engage so, though we each live hours from their home, we have each reveled in numerous opportunities to see him. And sometimes even together. One of the great joys of grandparenting for me has not been competing with the “other side” but conglomerating with them. Cozy, Amanda’s mother-in-law, and I love nothing better than being together with our little guy. I got to be in Springfield, Missouri, with them for a family wedding recently and we got to embark in a joint shopping venture. I wish you could have seen a saleslady’s face when she asked what our relationship was and I told her, “We’re in love with the same man.” Are we ever! 

I’m writing because right this minute I’ve got so much feeling, I need something to do with it. I’ve just had a huge dose of our little guy and my suddenly quiet home begs at the very least for the sound of solar nails on a keyboard. I had the privilege of celebrating not just Mother’s Day with my girls but Mother’s Week. Melissa was home from graduate school for a week between the end of the spring semester and the beginning of summer school. The girls, still different as night and day, are too crazy about each other to miss an opportunity to huddle under the same roof. My patient and wonderful son-in-law blessed his wife to pack up the baby and come spend the better part of five days with us. We had the biggest blast. Watching my firstborn mother her son (beautifully) and watching my lastborn coddle her nephew (hilariously) are joys unspeakable. 

With much fanfare we introduced Jackson to the mall where I practically taught my girls how to walk. The same mall where we had endless mother-daughter talks—some quite serious—while perusing clothes racks. Somehow the shared love of shopping (often without spending) gave us neutral ground for less neutral discussions. Sometimes it’s less threatening to say something strong to your daughter about a questionable association she’s made while thumbing through jeans at The Gap. Trying on shoes is even better. It’s harder to look down on someone when you’re looking at your own feet. “Buy One, Get One” at Payless is particularly effective. We can sit down and have a great discussion without ever catching a glimpse of rolling eyes or dirty looks. If things get a little tense, one can quickly say to the other, “Those look fabulous on you!” 

Yep, we’d fantasized for years about how I’d stroll my grandchildren while my girls shopped. Finally got to do it. Strollers these days even have cup holders for your Starbucks. Is there no end to the praise God wants?

He’s learned to smile. Jackson, I mean. Not God. God never had to learn to smile. He always has. I felt Him smiling over me somehow. I felt Him enjoy my enjoyment. I think God knew how much I’d love being a granny and probably could hardly wait. I do love it so. I am—just maybe—as emotionally fulfilled by it as anything I’ve ever experienced. To lean over that precious child when I see him for the first time that trip, to peer at that delightful, round face and those sparkling blue eyes and see him register some recognition as if to say, “Hi, Granny! Where ya been?” is more than I can handle. That gummy smile that stretches from ear to ear and bunches up his cheeks into two cherry tomatoes slays me every time. To see him kick his legs and wave his arms as if all four appendages are entirely unrelated to one another slaps me with such glee that I want to do the same thing. I am blessed beyond words. What I feel is not new. Adam and Eve were grandparents, for crying out loud. But it’s new to me. Thanks for letting me indulge. And thanks for sharing in our joy. May God’s most ecstatic joys—whatever form they may take—be yours. You are greatly loved and appreciated by all of us at Living Proof Ministries. 

Beth Moore © 2006

Decoding Da Vinci
Separating fact from fiction in the bestseller-turned-movie.
by W. Ward Gasque


Weave together a murder in the Louvre, a set of mysterious clues, and an ancient secret that threatens the very foundation of the Christian faith, and what do you have? A bona fide publishing sensation by Dan Brown entitled The Da Vinci Code. Since its 2003 release, Brown's novel—the fastest-selling fiction of all time—has sold more than 40 million copies worldwide. Chances are, if you don't know someone who's read this fast-paced thriller, you're living on another planet.

Part of its appeal is that The Da Vinci Code reads like an action-packed movie script. It follows brilliant Harvard professor of religious symbology, Robert Langdon, and Sophie Neveu, a cryptologist (expert in codes) with the French equivalent of the FBI, on a chase around Paris and then to London and Scotland as they seek to solve a murder—and end up uncovering what the book hypes as "The Greatest Conspiracy of the Past 2,000 Years!"

Now a film version of Brown's bestseller is coming to the big screen on May 19. One of the summer's most anticipated movies, The Da Vinci Code is directed by Oscar-winner Ron Howard and stars box-office favorite Tom Hanks as Robert Langdon. This potential blockbuster means that by the end of May, millions more probably will be talking about The Da Vinci Code—including your coworkers, neighbors, and friends.

Behind the Scenes
The Da Vinci Code insinuates that the origins of Christianity were less than holy. And although the book is fiction, of the 100 million people estimated to have read Brown's novel, one out of three thinks its alternative history of Christianity is factual. That's what many find so troubling.

A 2005 poll by the National Geographic Channel found 32 percent of Canadians who've read the book believe the "conspiracy" outlined in its chapters—that Jesus had a child, Sarah, with Mary Magdalene; that early church leaders sought to reverse Jesus' teachings on sexuality and goddess worship; that for the last 2,000 years, the Catholic Church repressed this "truth" known only by a clandestine brotherhood called "The Priory of Sion," of which Renaissance artist Leonardo da Vinci was a member.

Apparently this "secret story" of Christian origins lies hidden in art for those who have imaginative eyes to see. "When the Church outlawed speaking of the shunned Mary Magdalene," Professor Langdon informs Sophie, "her story and importance had to be passed on through more discreet channels … channels that supported metaphor and symbolism."

Sharon Gallagher, editor of Radix magazine, a publication that explores the intersection of Christian faith with contemporary culture, says, "People who talk to me about reading The Da Vinci Code usually fall into two camps: Christians who think the historical material is hogwash but sheepishly confess to finding it a page-turner, and non-Christians who think the book is full of exciting new revelations."

"People already are asking questions about Jesus and Christianity from the book," adds Richard Abanes, author of The Truth Behind The Da Vinci Code. "That's going to increase tenfold after the movie."

Christians recognize this potential blockbuster as a catalyst for spiritual discussion. And for the believer, it's a wonderful opportunity to share the true story of Jesus with her friends and neighbors. So how do you prepare?

• Do your homework. The Da Vinci Code uses symbols from medieval and even modern art, architecture, literature, non-Christian religions, ancient religious texts and folklore, and pseudo-history to develop the sub-plot. The two most famous works by Leonardo—the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper—are interpreted in a bizarre manner supported by no known art historian. According to the book, one of Jesus' 12 disciples portrayed in The Last Supper is a woman. (Guess who? Look for the one without a beard!) Other works by Leonardo da Vinci supposedly contain hidden messages promoting a pagan alternative to traditional Christianity.

No legitimate art or antiquities historian or medievalist believes this stuff. The fact is, Dan Brown's narrative rarely includes anything that's historically accurate! Fortunately, there's an abundance of accessible books and resources—by Christians and non-Christians—that debunk the inaccuracies in The Da Vinci Code.

They point out, for example, that the Dead Sea Scrolls have nothing to do with early Christianity; the documents were written more than a century before Christ. And that the fourth-century Nag Hammadi, or Gnostic gospels referred to in The Da Vinci Code, are Coptic translations of earlier Greek manuscripts penned at least a century after the New Testament. And that the Council of Nicaea's debate in 325 A.D. wasn't about whether Jesus was human or divine but whether he was truly human and divine. And that the feminine-looking youth in Leonardo's The Last Supper resembles a typical student or apprentice in Renaissance Florence. And even that contrary to The Da Vinci Code's claim that the large pyramid at the Louvre's entrance contains 666 panes of glass, there are 687, per architect I. M. Pei's office.

• Consider our culture. According to authors J. Ed Komoszewski, M. James Sawyer, and Daniel B. Wallace in Reinventing Jesus: What The Da Vinci Code and Other Novel Speculations Don't Tell You, "Our culture is ripe for conspiracies about Jesus. … Distrust … has taken firm root in our postmodern society, where the quest for truth has been replaced by a convenient tolerance for every idea."

Susan Phillips, executive director of New College Berkeley in California, comments: "From the work I do as a counselor and spiritual director, I know that fictionalized versions of Scripture and history have a way of blending inextricably with fact in people's memories: 'I'm sure Jesus did that! I know I read it in Scripture!' The mind is a powerful force, harmonizing disparate bits of information to achieve narrative coherence."

The reality is, many of our friends and neighbors (and perhaps some of our own family) didn't necessarily make a conscious decision to give up the faith; they simply drifted away or became skeptical about the claims of Christian truth. So when they read (or soon see) The Da Vinci Code, bells begin to ring: That explains it! I knew there was a reason I stopped going to church. It's all a hoax! And because many people don't really know much about church history, the plot seems plausible.

• Get a conversation started. Gini Monroe, author of the study guide Fear Not Da Vinci, relays a conversation she had with a friend who thought The Da Vinci Code was just a well-written novel. Monroe had the opportunity to explain why she felt it was so problematic: Although it seems to be historical fiction, The Da Vinci Code puts actual people (such as Jesus or Constantine the Great) into fictionalized situations and uses real events, such as the Council of Nicaea, to come up with revolutionary—but false—conclusions. "I call this 'fictionalized history,' " says Monroe. "These lies fuse themselves into our minds and are mixed up with facts. That's dangerous."

Monroe and Fear Not Da Vinci coauthor Susy Flory seek to finish "what the [more academic] debunkers have begun by focusing on encouraging and equipping Christians to engage with pre- and post-Christians on the spiritual questions raised by the book and movie."

They recommend finding common ground with the people who read or watch The Da Vinci Code. "At first I resisted reading the book," admits Carol Quinlin of Washington. "But everyone was reading it 'behind closed doors'—even members of my conservative church. I finally gave in because I want to be a part of the conversation."

Monroe and Flory's guide provides tips on using The Da Vinci Code to share your faith. One is to organize a book and movie discussion and to include as many non-Christians as Christians. The authors show different scenarios, ranging from a five-minute discussion on the subway to a dinner conversation, a study group, or, for the more courageous, an interactive seminar for a larger audience. According to Monroe and Flory, the best way to dialogue effectively is to share your faith story and to avoid "churchy" language. Most nonbelievers today weren't brought up in the church and are unfamiliar with Christian beliefs and language.

• Finally, don't overreact. There's no need to be defensive, but be prepared to discuss the book or the film in a friendly manner. Point out that it is, after all, fiction; there's no evidence the so-called "alternative history" of early Christianity has any basis in fact. Author Dan Brown's claim that suggests the contrary is best interpreted as a part of his fiction.

A student recently told Gini Monroe, "I want to read The Da Vinci Code because my mother's reading it. She's not a Christian, and I think God can use me to help her figure out the truth."

That's why it's so important to remember the apostle Paul's words in Colossians 4: 5-6: "Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone"—including those who read or watch The Da Vinci Code.

W. Ward Gasque, PhD is a historian of early Christianity who lives in Canada.

	FACT VS. FICTION
A point-by-point guide to rebut some of Brown's outrageous claims about historic Christianity.

FICTION: Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene.

FACT: Eyewitness accounts of those who ate, traveled, and ministered with Jesus never so much as hint Jesus was married or fathered a child. His mother, brothers, and cousin are mentioned, but never a wife. When Jesus was dying on the cross, he asked John to look after his mother, not a wife.

FICTION: Mary Magdalene is in The Last Supper. 

FACT: When The Last Supper was just a few years old, one observer described it as "so badly preserved that one can only see a muddle of blots." In this muddle, seated to Jesus' right, is John, portrayed as a beardless, slightly feminine youth. During the Italian Renaissance, artists such as Michelangelo and Botticelli helped popularize this feminized ideal of male beauty. 

FICTION: Mona Lisa was really a man.

FACT: Mona Lisa's smile does hold a mystery; Dan Brown has that much right. Leonardo da Vinci kept journal upon journal, but he never gave this painting a title or even mentioned it. Who is she? Many art historians think the portrait represents 24-year-old Madonna Lisa di Giocondo, or Lisa from Giocondo. But Leonardo doesn't say.

FICTION: The early church leaders conspired to hide the truth of Christianity's origins and repress the power of goddess worship.

FACT: Instead of hiding the truth, early church leaders painstakingly worked to copy eyewitness accounts of Jesus' life and ministry and distribute them as widely as possible. As for goddess worship, ancient cultures did worship female deities, but most of them were counterparts of male deities, not examples of female empowerment. In fact, the Gnostic writings often cited in The Da Vinci Code say: "For every woman who will make herself male will enter the Kingdom of Heaven" (Gospel of Thomas 114). On the contrary, Jesus demonstrated the value of women by speaking to and working with women at a time when a Jewish man wouldn't dare be seen in public with a woman. 

FICTION: Jesus' bloodline is alive and well today.

FACT: The Da Vinci Code tantalizes readers with the possibility Jesus' descendants might still walk the earth. Although Dan Brown fans the flames of conspiracy theory, if someone alive today could prove he or she were related to Jesus Christ, who would be able to keep that under wraps? But people are curious about Jesus and his true identity, and this curiosity powers the popularity of The Da Vinci Code and its make-believe mystery.

Susy Flory is co-author of Fear Not Da Vinci: Using The Da Vinci Code to Share Your Faith. For more, go to www.fearnotdavinci.com.



	DIGGING INTO DA VINCI
Want to discuss Da Vinci intelligently? Check out christianitytoday.com/ go/davincistudy, which features several different downloadable Bible studies about The Da Vinci Code from Christianity Today International.
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Mary Magdalene
Meet the real friend and follower of Jesus.
by Liz Curtis Higgs


Was she the wife of Jesus, the mother of his children, or the Holy Grail, as The Da Vinci Code claims? Or the repentant prostitute of Jesus Christ Superstar, throwing herself at the Master's feet and singing, "I Don't Know How to Love Him"?

According to Scripture, Mary Magdalene was none of the above. And more than the above. We find her story in all four gospels, where she's mentioned by name 14 times—significant, since many women of the Bible are nameless.

Here's her eye-opening, one-line biography: "When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons" (Mark 16:9). Possessed by Satan, she was repossessed by Christ, then privileged to witness his resurrection. Oh! She has a story, all right—but not a scandalous one.

The Many Marys
So how did we get so off the mark on Mary Magdalene? Well, she was from Magdala, a town known for vice and violence. Additionally, there are seven Marys in the New Testament: Mary Magdalene; Jesus' mother; Clopas's wife; Mary of Bethany; John Mark's mother; a diligent worker; and James and Joses' mother, who's also called "the other Mary." 

Two thousand years of art and literature haven't helped her cause. Mary Magdalene often is depicted as the unnamed prostitute who washed Jesus' feet with her tears (Luke 7:37-50), or the woman caught in adultery (John 8:2-11), or as Lazarus' sister—who was from Bethany, not Magdala—who anointed the Lord's head with costly perfume (Mark 14:3-9, John 11:2). Fascinating women, all—but not our Mary M.

The real Mary Magdalene led the faithful sisters in financing the Lord's work "out of their own means" (Luke 8:3) and following Jesus wherever he went.  For her devotion alone, Mary Magdalene serves as a fine role model for twenty-first-century believers. Follow her to the tomb on Easter morning, and you'll learn the greatest lesson Mary M. has to offer.

Go And Tell
When Mary Magdalene "saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance" (John 20:1), she hurried to Jerusalem and convinced Peter and John to see the empty tomb. I might have started with a lesser disciple, but this leader among women went right to the top. Clearly they respected her, because they wasted no time running back with her.

Finding it empty, the two disciples returned to their homes, while Mary remained weeping outside the tomb, unwilling to abandon her Lord. Such faithfulness was soon rewarded. Two angels in white appeared, followed by a stranger whom she mistook for a gardener, until the moment he spoke her name: "Mary" (John 20:16).

Her response was immediate. And it wasn't "Honey" but "Rabboni!" The meaning is "my great teacher," and the nature of their relationship is clear: teacher and student, leader and follower, but not husband and wife.

Before he returned to his heavenly home, Jesus had an assignment for Mary Magdalene: "Go … to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God' " (John 20:17). Did she ever! With her own eyes, she'd seen him. With her own ears, she'd heard him. With her own hands, she'd touched him. And so she proclaimed, "I have seen the Lord!" (John 20:18). A personal, undeniable testimony, setting the example for us all.

Two thousand years ago Mary Magdalene heeded the command of Jesus to go and tell. May we follow in her footsteps, seeing the Christ with new eyes, then declaring his glorious truth to a world longing for answers.

	Digging Deeper

1. According to Luke 8:1-3, what facts do we know about Mary Magdalene and her relationship with Jesus?

2. Following Christ can and will cost us everything, as Matthew 10:37-39 testifies. How do those verses exemplify Mary Magdalene's life? In what ways might she serve as a role model for you?

3. Like Mary Magdalene, we are called to go and tell the world that Jesus is alive. Read the following verses—Acts 20:24, Galatians 1:10-12, and 1 Thessalonians 2:8—then offer a prayer of commitment to share that Good News.




Liz Curtis Higgs is the author of 23 books, including Unveiling Mary Magdalene (WaterBrook Press). Visit her website: www.LizCurtisHiggs.com. 
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