To Stumble Or Humble? —Wednesday, June 29, 2005
By Deanne Ruedemann
Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart. (Luke 18:1 NASB)
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. "Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. ( Matthew 18:1-6 NASB)

I wish that every child had a copy of these verses hanging around his neck so that everyone who had any contact with him had to first read it and be reminded of the awesome responsibility it is to care for a child.  I mean, seriously, if being drowned in the depth of the sea is actually better than what would happen to me if I were to cause a child to stumble, then I don’t even want to know anything about how bad that could be!  So I take Jesus for His Word in these verses and desire to care for my children in the best way possible.  I would much rather be humble than to cause a child to stumble!  

I have always prayed for my children, even before they were born, but the older they get, the harder I pray.  And what better way to pray for them than to speak God’s words on their lives through scripture?  So today I want to share with you this prayer that does not originate with me, but comes straight from the Word of God.  I urge you to pray this scripture over your own children, or if you don’t have any children, over other children you know.  If you’re single and plan to have children one day, start NOW to pray over their future.  A prayer from God’s Word is never void, but “it shall accomplish that which please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11b KJV)

Cut Out On Dotted Line And Apply (Pray) Daily to Affected Area (My Children)

A Prayer From God’s WORD* For My Children, 
Choosing to Be Humble and Not Make Them Stumble!
Lord, Your Word is growing mightily and prevailing over my children. (Acts 19:20) Behold, my children are a gift from You, LORD, (Ps 127:3a) and You have indeed blessed me with them.      (I Chron 26:5b) Lord, You permit children to come to You because Your kingdom belongs to such as them, and truly, whoever does not receive Your kingdom like a child will not enter it at all. (Mk 10:14,15) 

You, LORD, will teach my children and their well-being will be great. (Is 54:13) May they accept Your discipline and listen to rebuke. (Prov 13:1) For You, LORD, give wisdom and from Your mouth comes knowledge and understanding. (Prov 2:6) May they honor their father and their mother, so that their days may be prolonged in the land which You, LORD, their God, give to them. (Ex 20:12) May my children be obedient and not conformed to lust. (I Pet 1:14) May they be like Jesus, the Holy One, who called them, and be holy themselves in all their behavior. (I Pet 1:15) 

Like newborn babies, may they long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it they may grow in respect to salvation. (I Pet 2:2) I pray that my children will be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger. (Js 1:19) May their character be free from the love of money, and be content with what they have, knowing that You, God, will never desert them, nor will You ever forsake them.       (Heb 13:5) May they not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices You, God, are pleased. (Heb 13:16) I pray that they will grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, giving Him glory both now and to the day of eternity. (II Pet 3:18) I request and exhort my children in the Lord Jesus, that as they received instruction as to how they ought to walk and please You, God, that they excel still more. (I Thes 4:1) May they be subject to their elders, clothing themselves with humility toward one another, for You, God, are opposed to the proud, but give grace to the humble. (I Pet 5:5) 

May my children cast all of their anxiety on You, God, because You care for them. (I Pet 5:7) May they prove themselves to be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. (Js 1:22) I pray that the fellowship of their faith may become effective through the knowledge of every good thing in them for Christ’s sake. (Philemon 1:6) For You have not given them a spirit of fear or timidity, but of power, and love and a sound mind or discipline.               (II Tim 1:7) 

You have saved them and called them with a holy calling, not according to their works, but according to Your own purpose and grace which was granted them in Christ Jesus from all eternity. (II Tim 1:9) Lord, rescue them from every deed and bring them safely to Your heavenly kingdom. (II Tim 4:18a) May they flee from strangers (John 10:5) and youthful lusts to pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on You, Lord, from a pure heart.          (II Tim 2:22)                                  
*All Scripture From NASB with II Tim 1:7 from NASB and KJV
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