What Does The Lord Require? (Part 1 of 5)--Wednesday, August 24, 2005

By Deanne Ruedemann

Scripture: Micah 6:6-8: 

“6 With what shall I come to the LORD 

And bow myself before the God on high? 

Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, 

With yearling calves? 

7 Does the LORD take delight in thousands of rams, 

In ten thousand rivers of oil? 

Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, 

The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 

And what does the LORD require of you 

But to do justice, to love kindness, 

And to walk humbly with your God?”
Last week we studied one of the Old Testament minor prophets, Amos, and this week we are looking at Micah, another minor prophet similar to Amos in that they were both farmers, both lived around 750 B.C., and both spoke prophecy concerning God’s judgment of Israel. Whereas Amos and Micah both prophesied God’s judgment on Israel’s northern kingdom, Micah also prophesied against Judah, the southern kingdom, and other nations of the earth. 

Micah goes into great detail about the many sins that God will judge, including fraud (Micah 2:2), theft (2:8), greed (2:9), oppression (3:3), hypocrisy (3:4), heresy (3:5), injustice (3:9), lying (6:12), and murder (7:2), just to name a few. But in the middle of Micah’s terrible prophesies of judgment and destruction, he shows God’s love and patience with mankind. He tells how judgment comes only after innumerable opportunities to repent and return to the Lord in humble obedience and worship. Micah gives, in simple terms, exactly what God requires of not just the Israelites, but also what is required of us today to please the Lord. As it states in Romans 15:4, “whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”
So with this “hope” in mind, let us consider the question posed by Micah in chapter 6 verse 8: “What does the Lord require of you?” Israel thought of some things that they thought the Lord required of them, but in actuality they had taken God’s laws and turned them into meaningless, dry, dead rituals. Read verses six and seven again to see what these things were. They were being absurd in these verses, especially in describing huge amounts of oil and the offering of their firstborn. From the context of this passage, it appears that ritualistic sacrifices alone were not pleasing to God. 

To bring this more up to date, consider what we today might think the Lord requires of us, such as going to church, singing praise and worship songs, or buying a really expensive study Bible. It’s not that any of these actions aren’t good things to do, but the point is that if we do them, but still aren’t obedient to God, and we don’t want to follow God’s direction in our lives, then our religious rituals aren’t pleasing to God. Indeed, they then become dead works, filthy as rags, that do anything BUT please the Lord!

(CONTINUED TOMORROW. . . . )

*All Scripture taken from the NASB
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What Does The Lord Require? (Part 2 of 5)---Thursday, August 25, 2005

By Deanne Ruedemann

(CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY. . . . )

“What does the Lord require of you?” (Micah 6:8). . . . Yesterday we studied some of the things that the Israelites thought the Lord required of them, including big sacrifices and huge amounts of oil.  But they weren’t sincerely wanting to come to the Lord with all of their hearts and lives, and this was not pleasing to God. God had of course given them laws concerning offerings of calves and rams in Leviticus 1:1-13, but never any requirements of offering large amounts of oil or their firstborn children as sacrifices. 
We too might think that the best we can do for the Lord is to OVER do anything that he has required of us, such as assembling together as Christians through church services, small group studies, etc., and to fill our schedules so full of Christian “activities” that we have no time to do what He really wants us to do. Again, I’m not saying these things are things NOT to do, but the point is that we are to do what the Lord calls us to do, and He calls us from our hearts, not our schedules. God doesn’t want us to be Christian “figureheads”, but to be Christians from our hearts, fully devoted to Him as our Lord and Savior. Jesus, in Matthew 22:37-40 summed up God’s desire for us in what He called the two greatest commandments: " 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' This is the great and foremost commandment. "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

Notice how Jesus said to love God with our heart, soul, and mind, RATHER than to say with all of our rituals. Have you ever done your duty by going to church, and the whole time you were there, you were (in your mind) thinking of anything BUT the Lord. Perhaps you were planning lunch, shopping later, or what things you had to do the next morning. Perhaps you already go to a cell group and a women’s Bible study group every week, but because you are staying so busy, by the time your meeting rolls around, you really resent having to go because you need to be busy doing something else, like laundry, cleaning, or just resting from your already crazy schedule. How pleasing are those attitudes to the Lord?  Is this what He wants? Do these activities with a resentful heart and mind help at all with your relationship with the Lord? Do they fulfill what He requires from us?

Certainly attending church services is essential to obeying God, as it states in Hebrews 10:25 where we are told “to not forsake assembling together”.  This passage points out that being with other Christians is essential to spiritual growth (verses 24 and 25). Ephesians 5:16,17 in fact, tells us to make the most of our time, “because the days are evil”, and we should “understand what the will of the Lord is.” When we are absent from church services or other types of fellowships such as cell groups or bible studies, are we making the most of our time? I think we are quick to think that we sometimes need to stay home from church in order to rest, rather than to turn it around and see what things in our lives need to be eliminated so that we can GO to church and rest there in the Lord, rather than the other way around. Do we really believe that our absence from Christian assemblies is the Lord’s will for us? 

When we find ourselves feeling less than filled with the Holy Spirit, or feeling a lack, or even backsliding from spiritual growth, I think that we get so overwhelmed with our busy schedule that we will cut out Christian fellowship FIRST, rather than to make that a FIRST priority and cut out the other unnecessary things our lives. And the more we don’t assemble together, the greater our lack of commitment is to the work of the church and the greater our lack of close fellowship with God and other Christians becomes apparent.

I can’t tell you the number of times that I have been overwhelmed from my schedule, feeling tired and worn out to the point that I wanted to not attend, for example, our cell group meeting. And the times that I pushed on through my body’s signals of weariness, and went anyway, I was always blessed beyond what I had imagined, at the meeting. The enemy always works to keep me tired and isolated from other believers because he knows how weak we are when that happens.
So back to our passage in Micah that also addresses specifically what the Lord wants, or requires, of us. In Micah 6:8 we are told that the Lord requires three things: “to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God”. Tomorrow we will look at the first requirement, “to do justice”, and next week we’ll look at the other two.
(CONTINUED TOMORROW. . . . )
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What Does The Lord Require? (Part 3 of 5)---Friday, August 26, 2005

By Deanne Ruedemann

(CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY. . . . )
Today we will look at the first thing that Micah says that the Lord required of Israel (and of us today).  What does it mean, “to do justice”? Failure to do “justly” was one of the main sins of the Israelites and what ultimately led them into captivity by other nations. Zechariah 7:8-14 and 8:16-18 describe this clearly:

Then the word of the LORD came to Zechariah saying, “Thus has the LORD of hosts said, 'Dispense true justice and practice kindness and compassion each to his brother; and do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.' "But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears from hearing. "They made their hearts like flint so that they could not hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets; therefore great wrath came from the LORD of hosts. "And just as He called and they would not listen, so they called and I would not listen," says the LORD of hosts; "but I scattered them with a storm wind among all the nations whom they have not known. Thus the land is desolated behind them so that no one went back and forth, for they made the pleasant land desolate. 'These are the things which you should do: speak the truth to one another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates. 'Also let none of you devise evil in your heart against another, and do not love perjury; for all these are what I hate,' declares the LORD."
When we look at these verses, and others in the Bible, we can see that doing “justly” applies to both our relationship with God and with man, according to God’s commandments. We can say also that we are to render unto everyone that which is due to them, according to God’s will. As Jesus states in Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.” 

God is very clear in what he is “due” from us in Matthew 12:28-30.  God is deserving of our heart, soul, and mind. In fact, Jesus calls this the greatest of all commandments. But what does that “look like” in our day to day lives? I will go back to the illustration of how we act when we are tired from doing everything BUT give God our first fruits. When we expend all of our energy on other things (not bad things unto themselves), then we have left nothing for the Lord. God wants and deserves the FIRST of all we have: the first part of our day (praying to Him and praising His name and reading His Word), the first part of our paychecks (the tithe), and the first to be scheduled into our lives (church, cell groups, ministry opportunities, and group Bible study, etc.). 

He wants to be what we LISTEN to FIRST. When we have other noises “on”, such as from the television or advertisements, then we can easily be swayed to “hear” those noises and make them a priority rather than to prioritize time spent with the Lord. The world is designed to draw us in and distract us and to entertain us with things other than a close and personal relationship with God. It is next to impossible to have any sort of meaningful quiet time with God with the TV blaring, or while someone is trying to have a conversation with you. In the above passage from Zechariah, God told the Israelites that they had “ refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears from hearing”. 

I hear many women (including myself) say that they have no time for a quiet time, or that they didn’t have time “this week” because of such and such or so and so. Usually the distractions that kept them from having a quiet time were things like out of town visitors or upcoming events such as a holiday, or school starting. But if you were to ask them how many meals they had skipped that week, or how many days they had gone without taking a bath, or how many had run out of gas because they had had no time to stop at the gas station, then their reasons for not spending time with the Lord seem to weaken. In other words, they chose to spend time doing other things rather than to spend time with the Lord. OUCH!  

These passages are clear in what the Lord told Israel that He would do if they continued to refuse to LISTEN to Him. He said that: “just as He called and they would not listen, so they called and I would not listen," says the LORD of hosts; "but I scattered them with a storm wind among all the nations whom they have not known. Thus the land is desolated behind them so that no one went back and forth, for they made the pleasant land desolate." I pray that we would listen to this and begin afresh to give Him, not others, not anything, the first of our everything, and that we would make Him our #1 priority. He has certainly done that for us as He so greatly demonstrated when He sent His son, Jesus, to die for our sins. 

Secondly, God wants us to “do justly” toward others.  We are to give our neighbors, in other words, their due. In Mark 12:31 Jesus tells us to love our neighbors as ourselves. LOVE! Of all things! If we truly stay “in love” with our neighbors as we are commanded, then can we continually ever sin against them? We might (and will) perhaps momentarily slip into the flesh and sin against them, but if we stay “in love”, then there is no way that we will stay in that sin, and we will quickly and fervently beg for forgiveness and really repent to stop any such behavior. 

But we must keep our priorities straight when it comes to our behavior toward others.  This is the second, NOT first, greatest commandment, which means that we can never put others above the priority we give to Jesus. I go back to the example of why people miss church, and still am amazed when people say that they didn’t go to church or to some Christian function because they felt that they needed to spend with (fill in the blank) either their husband or children or some other person. Now I know that there are circumstances that come about in which we have no choice, such as in the case of needing to truly minister to someone in need that may be in need from sickness or trauma, but I am talking about the sort of leisurely, “vacation” type response I hear when a family decides to stay home to spend some “time together”, rather than to go to the house of the Lord to worship Him. It all goes back to prioritizing.  God first, above all, and no other order is accepted by Him!

Does this all sound pretty harsh to you? It hurts our pride when we realize that we have not been doing something in some area of our lives that God demands in His Word. But remember that God is continually doing a work in us, and that we are never without His help to do these things that He commands. He is in charge of ALL things and He alone will see us through. As He so wonderfully states in Jeremiah 29:11, “I know the plans that I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.” Nobody else and nothing else has such plans for us, and that is exactly why He (and nothing or nobody else) is #1 in all things. Now, isn’t HE worth everything that He requires of us? I pray that you would make Him your #1.
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By Deanne Ruedemann

(CONTINUED FROM LAST NEWSLETTER). . . . Scripture: Micah 6:6-8: 

“With what shall I come to the LORD 

And bow myself before the God on high? 

Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, 

With yearling calves? 

Does the LORD take delight in thousands of rams, 

In ten thousand rivers of oil? 

Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, 

The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

He has told you, O man, what is good; 

And what does the LORD require of you 

But to do justice, to love kindness, 

And to walk humbly with your God?”
In continuation of our study of this passage in Micah, we are looking today at the second requirement that God has for us: “to love kindness” (v. 8). Some versions, such as the King James, say “mercy”. The Hebrew word can also be translated as “goodness or grace”. When I think of kindness, or more specifically, when I think of someone who is kind, there is a certain genuine quality and uniqueness that comes to mind. Kind people seem to be in the minority, because our basic human (sinful) nature tends to go against being kind. So that means that kindness doesn’t come from some noble idea we think up on our own, but rather true kindness can only come from the Holy Spirit (Christ) within us. Galatians 5:22 in fact lists kindness as one of the fruits of the Spirit. 

We know that God is kind, or merciful, from what we read in His Word. In the next chapter of our Scripture, Micah 7:18-19 tells us: “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love. He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. 

Yes, You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” Exodus 34:6-7 says that the Lord God is “compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth,” and that although He punishes the guilty, He “keeps lovingkindness for thousands.”
Other verses that attest to God’s kindness and mercy are as follows: Psalm 103:8.9,13:  “The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. He will not always strive with us, nor will He keep His anger forever. Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.”Psalm 86:5,15: “For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You. 15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.”
In Hosea 12:6, we are told to “return to your God, observe kindness and justice, and wait for your God continually.” Notice that we are instructed to “return to God” in this verse, which is similar to Micah 6:8 that tells us to “walk humbly with your God.” So really the product of a walk with the Lord is kindness (and justice), just as kindness in the New Testament is listed as a fruit of the Spirit. In other words, we can’t truly be kind unless we have a close personal relationship with God, and that it is God in us (and not our flesh), which brings about kindness. Having this close relationship with God (who is in us), is exactly the topic of tomorrow’s devotional that wraps up this series on Micah 6:8.
(CONTINUED TOMORROW. . . . )
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What Does The Lord Require? (Part 5 of 5)---Thursday, September 1, 2005

By Deanne Ruedemann

(CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY. . . . )

Scripture:. . .. “to walk humbly with your God. . .” Micah 6:8b

The final commandment of this passage tells us to walk humbly with God, but really we can’t do the other two commandments mentioned beforehand (to be just and kind) unless we are walking with God. The best example of someone who walked with God (other than Jesus) was Enoch, whose story is told in Genesis 5:21-24: “Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah. Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters. So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.” 

I just can’t imagine walking so closely to God that He would literally take me home to be with Him.  How awesome. Just looking at the verb, to walk, implies a steady togetherness that comes from continuous fellowship. And then to say walk humbly implies that I walk with God (not me) leading the way. Easier said that done, right? If someone asks me to walk with them, I don’t envision walking a few steps and then expect that friend to wander off in an opposite direction, do I? No, I expect that we will walk together. 
We can read in Hebrews 11:5-6 that this “walk” that Enoch had with God meant that Enoch had faith in God: “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”
This is an amazing statement that "Enoch," a sinful man like you and me, "walked with God!" Enoch did not win God's favor by something he did. God was pleased with Enoch because Enoch believed God. He believed God’s Word. Enoch's faith was the same as Abel's before him and Noah's after him. The faith by which Enoch walked with God and pleased God was the same faith that the dying thief possessed. And it is the faith of God’s children (us) today! Walking with God is neither more nor less than believing God. The only way anyone can walk with God and please God is by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
What does this faith “look like” on a daily basis? How does our faith show itself in practical ways? If we look in Galatians, we are commanded to walk in the Spirit, being so led by the Spirit as to produce the fruit of the Spirit, as it tells us in Galatians 5:16-18, 22-25:“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”
We can also read in Romans 8:5-6 that the way we can walk in the Spirit is to set our minds on the things of the Spirit: “For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.”Isn’t it wonderful to know that the God of today is the same God of yesterday? I say that because we can see that our main passage of study, in Micah, written hundreds of years prior to the New Testament, is saying the same thing: WALK WITH GOD, or put another way, BELIEVE GOD! It sounds so simple, and yet so often we don’t believe God. 

Have you ever had a child disobey you? If you’re a parent of any sort, I feel assured that you have. Have you ever been tempted to say to that child, “Why can’t you believe me when I tell you not to do (fill in the blank)?” Or we might say something like “Didn’t I tell you what would happen if you did such and such?” In other words, we are frustrated because our children are behaving in ways that go against our word, and show that they don’t believe us. Either they don’t believe the consequences of doing something dangerous, or they don’t believe that we will punish them for their bad behavior. Don’t we treat God in exactly the same manner? Don’t we often behave as if we don’t believe we’ll be punished for our bad behaviors (sin), or that we won’t suffer the consequences of our sins? I know that I have often behaved like this. And this is exactly what these passages are telling us: WALK WITH GOD, or BELIEVE GOD, or to sum it up in one sentence:

Walk in such a way as to demonstrate that we believe God’s Word!

