
“Resisting the Devil” Written March 2003, in Sibiu, Romania, below:

Resisting the Devil

It was a beautiful, sunny Saturday afternoon. The Ruedemann family decided to take a hike to the nearby hills. Ten year old Margaret and eight year old Edward followed closely behind Mom and Dad, looking for coins on the sidewalk.  They crossed the bridge over the river and headed up the steep hill.  Once they were near the top of the hill, they could see the town below.  It was a magnificent view, so they snapped some pictures as they enjoyed the beauty of God’s creation.  

Something they heard made them turn to look across the road at some movement in the distance.  Suddenly, five dogs were running directly towards them.  The dogs were barking and did not appear to be friendly.  At first mom was relieved because she thought that the dogs were behind a fence, but it only took a few seconds to realize that there was no fence.  The main dog in front of the pack was a big, black Doberman who was coming directly towards Dad.  The other four dogs were not much smaller than their leader.

At this point, Mom, Margaret and Edward quickly got behind Dad.  They were all afraid, but almost too stunned to call out.  It was almost too unreal to know what to do.  The Doberman came charging at Dad and then stopped.  Dad acted like he was going to throw something at the dog, and the dog backed away as the family walked slowly in the other direction.  The whole incident was over as quickly as it had started.

When they all got home, they thanked the Lord that nobody had been hurt by the dogs.  Later that evening, they had a family quiet time and read James chapter four, verse seven:  

“Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  KJV

“Hey,” Edward said to Dad, “Resisting the devil is like when you resisted that dog today!”

“Yeah, even though he was big and scary,” Margaret said, “He didn’t bite us or hurt us.”

“In fact,” Mom said, “He walked away from us and didn’t bother us anymore.”

How About You?

Does the devil come at you like a big, growling dog sometimes?  It’s normal to feel scared, but if you know Jesus, the devil can’t hurt you.  He can only make a lot of noise and he will flee if you resist him.

Memorize James 4:7:

“Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  KJV
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